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Diercks Wins R’ford Midwest Openerras2 
Wallace Cleans Up at LGR. page 4 
Let the season Begin!.....2005 Race Fan Guide pullout inside 
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Justin Diercks (29) passes Nick Joanides (45) on his way to Jamie Wallace scored a clean sweep of late model action dur- 


winning the NASCAR Midwest Series Spring Classic 150 at ing the opening ni 
g night of the season at Lake Geneva (WI 
Rockford (iL) Speedway on Sunday, April 3. See Page 2. Raceway. See Page 4. (Mark Melchiori sa 
(Roy C Schmidt photo) 
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Jeremy Miller (5) gets by Jeremy Spoonmore (22) on his way 
to the victory in the Mid-American Stock Car Series’ 2005 
season opener at Rockford (IL) Speedway during the track’s 
Spring Classic weekend. See Page 2. (Doug Hornickel photo) 


Proving that it’s never too early in the season to let loose a lit- 
tle, local radio personality "The Bear" completed this "Dukes 
of Hazzard" jump after the compact car enduro at 141 
Speedway in Francis Creek, WI, on Saturday, April 2. See 
Page 9. (submitted photo) 


Badger Raceway of Dousman, WI, hosted the first Badger 
Kart Club race of the year on Sunday, April 3. The season offi- 
cially.starts Sunday, April 10. Here, Alex Rosequist (88) leads 
Pete Koostra (79) and Kodiak Wirtz (51) through the "No 
Man’s Land" turn of Badger Raceway in the Briggs Junior 


Sportsman class. More pictures on Page 6. 
(Bob Cruse photo) 
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Diercks Wins Midwest Series S 


ROCKFORD, IL, April 3 -- Justin 
Diercks won the NASCAR AutoZone 
Elite Division, Midwest Series Spring 
Classic 150 Sunday afternoon at 
Rockford Speedway. The event 
marked the first race of the 2005 
Midwest Series campaign. 

“I’m exhausted and so excited, 
because this is Rockford,” said 
Diercks. “I told (track owner Jody) 
Mrs. Deery today that if | could win, 
this would be the best one yet, 
because this track has just given me 
fits.” 

Diercks inherited the lead on lap 
30 when leader Dave Finney 
crashed on a restart and held off a 
determined Josh Vadnais for the 
win. Finney had just taken evasive 
action to miss the spinning A.J. 
Rhoads, and when he did so Finney 
made slight contact with the outside 
wall, causing damage to his right- 
front suspension. 

“| knew the toe was knocked out 
of whack, but | didn’t know just how 
bad it was damaged until we went 
down into turn 1 on the restart and 
the car just shot up into the wall,” 
said a dejected Finney. “This is real- 
ly disappointing because we had a 
car that could have contended for 
the win.” 

For Vadnais, the runner-up finish 
was his best career Midwest Series 
run. “We thought we had a good car 
going in, but | didn’t qualifying as 
well as | would have liked,” he said. 
“But there is something about 
Rockford Speedway that | just love, 
and we always seem to race well 
here.” 

Finney grabbed the lead at the 
drop of the green from his row 1 
Starting spot, with California driver 
Nick Joanides quickly settling into 
second. Rookie Josh Bauer, Vadnais 
and Diercks also gave chase. 

Diercks patiently worked his way 
to the front and found himself in third 
on lap 20. After opening up over a 
one-second advantage on Vadnais 


Josh Vadnais (11) and Justin Diercks (29). spilt th the car of leader 
Dave Finney (26) and the lapped car of Greg Fowler (71) while bat- 
tling for the lead in Sunday’s Spring Classic 150 at Rockford 


Speedway. 


and Diercks, Finney’s fortunes 
turned sour on lap 23 when Rhoads 
spun in between turns 3 and 4, 
directly in front of the lead pack. 
Finney chose to go high to avoid the 
Rhoads machine but made contact 
with the wall. To the casual observ- 
er, the contact seemed minimal at 
best. 

“We're not in a position like that, 
where we're leading, everyday,” said 
Finney. “We felt like we couldn't give 
up the lead, and all that track posi- 
tion, to come in and look the car 
over,” said Finney. 

After a caution to clean the Finney 
mount from the track, Diercks pulled 
away to a two-second lead. The 
focus then turned to Bauer’s impres- 
sive run as well as Eddie Hoffman’s 
charge to the front. 

Bauer worked to the outside of 
Joanides and moved into third on lap 
43, while Hoffman had his hands full 
with Erik Darnell and Bryan Roach. 
Russ Blakeley brought out the final 
caution of the race on lap 81 for a 
minor spin on the back straight; he 
quickly righted his racer and the field 
was sent back underway on lap 85. 


(Steve Benesh photo) 


Diercks once again opened up a 
comfortable advantage over 
Vadnais, while Vadnais separated 
himself from Bauer. With the laps 
winding down, Hoffman began his 
charge to the front, first muscling 
past Roach and then Joanides. With 
53 laps remaining, Hoffman found 
himself in fourth, but nearly a full 
straightaway behind third-running 
Bauer. 

Hoffman passed Baver in the final 
laps and inched close to Vadnais as 
the checkered fell. Bauer came 
home fourth in just his third career 
Series start, with Tim Schendel 
rounding out the top five. 

“We just ran out of laps,” said 
Hoffman. “Traffic was really tough, 
and it was really tough passing cars. 
Even the lapped cars were not that 
much slower than the leaders.” 

For Diercks, the win begins his 
defense of his 2004 Midwest Series 
championship. “We're going into this 
season the same way we did last 
year - go out and win races and let 
the points take care of themselves,” 
said Diercks. 

Fast qualifier Nathan Haseleu fin- 
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A.J. Rhodes (97) spins as Andrew Morrissey (20) dives low to avoid 


contact in the NASCAR Midwest Series headliner Sunday at 
(Roy C. Schmidt photo) 


Rockford Speedway. 


Tim Schendel (21), Erik Darnell (7) and Nathan Haseleu (87) go at it 
for position during the Spring Classic 150 at Rockford on Sunday 


afternoon. 


ished sixth, while defending Spring 
Classic winner Steve Carlson placed 
seventh. Jeff Way, Brent Kirchner 
and 22nd-starting Andrew Morrissey 
rounded out the top ten. 

The Midwest Series returns to 
action June 4 at Colorado National 
Speedway, just outside of Denver. 

RESULTS 
NASCAR MIDWEST SERIES 

1-10: Justin Diercks, Davenport, IA; Josh 
Vadnais, White Bear Lake, MN; Eddie 
Hoffman, Wheaton; Josh Bauer, Random 
Lake, WI; Tim Schendel, Sparta, WI; Nathan 
Haseleu, Marshall, WI; Steve Carlson, West 
Saiem, WI; Jeff Way, Burlington, WI; Brent 


(Doug Hornickel photo) 


Kirchner, LaCrosse, WI; Andrew Morrissey, 
DeForest, WI. 

11-20: Bryan Roach, Becker, MN; Dexter 
Bean, Westby, WI; Russ Blakeley, Palmyra, 
WI; Nick Joanides, Woodland Hills, CA; Greg 
Fowler, Longmont, CO; A.J. Rhoads, 
Hastings, MN; Erik Darnell, Beach Park: 
Mark Kraus, Stratford, WI; Kelly Bires, 
Mauston, WI; Nick Schumacher, Hartford, 
Wi. 


21-22: David Finney, Sycamore; Les 
Ferris, Northfield, MN. 

Fast Qualifier: HaSeleu, 13.580 secs 
(77.143 mph). 


$5,000-to-Win Super 


Pianned for September at l-70 


ODESSA, MO -- A $5,000-to-win Super Truck Nationals 
race will be held on the high-banked half-mile paved oval at l- 
70 Speedway in Odessa, MO, on Friday night, September 30, 
as part of the Worid Cup Weekend at the track. 

The race will be a points-paying event for the Mid-Am Super 
Truck Series, which will include the Midwest Truck Series 
which runs weekly at Madison (WI) International Speedway; I- 
70 super truck regulars will also compete. Final rules will be 


posted later, but truck racers from arou 
(920) 823-2856 to be placed on the eve 


The super truck race will be split into two 50-lap segments | 
with a ten-minute break at the halfway point. 
The Friday night program will also feature a 150-lap 


American StockCar League race, while 


include modified and CRA Super Series races. There will also į 
be a dirt figure-8 nationals race and motocross racing during 
the weekend. An open practice is planned Thursday, | 


for additional details. 


I Att tt EADIE IEEE SD IERIE Tee ee eee ee eee eee 


BS Checkered Flag 


“SaAciInes 


Published By Checkered Flag acy L.L.C. 
2014 West Third Street, Ashland, WI 54806 
(Mailing Address: P.O. Box 386, Ashland, WI 54806-0386) 
Business Phone: (715) 682-6677 


Fax: (715) 682-4645 


Business e-mail: cfrn@chegnet.net 


Advertising Office: P.O. Box 205, Watertown, WI 53094-0205 
Advertising Office Phone: (920) 262-0333 
*" Advertising Fax Phone (920) 262-0360 


Advertising e-mail: checkeredflag 


NICK GIMA, Managing Editor 
JIM CLEVELAND, Advertising Manager 


ž PERIODICAL CLASS POSTAGE PERMIT #014570 
; POSTAGE PAID AT ASHLAND, WISCONSIN 54806, 


AND ADDITIONAL POST O 


Copyright 2005, Checkered Flag Racing, L.L.C. 


transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 


“ 
< 
< 
$ 
$ All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
< 
é including photocopying, recording or by any information storage or 


retrieval system, without permission in writing 


reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any and all news copy, ad 


copy or photographs. 
SUBSCRIPTION: $30.00 per year; $54.00 f 


United States $72.00 for one year. First Class Canadian $86.00 for one 
year; $160.00 for two years. All payments must be made in U.S. funds. Six. f 
The next Mid-American event.is Som 


Published weekly April through September 


Truck Nat’ls 


nd the country can call 
nt mailing list. 


that Saturday's events 


i 
| leader. 


. 


PPPPVP eT eee tert ee err rrreeres ty teeter eer nts, 


@gdinet.com 


FFICES 


* the lead. 


from the publisher. CFRN 


or two years. First Class 


and eight times October 


through March. Send all address changes or corrections to the above 


address or call our business office (Mon.-Fri, 9 am to 5 pm Central 


Time). 


POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Checkered Flag Racing 
54806-0386. 


News, P.O. Box 386, Ashiand, Wi 


"We practiced here Thursday, but we 
changed some springs and shocks. The 
car was just fast all weekend.” 

"| was just happy to run up front here," 
Skaja said. "| haven't done that well here 
before so | was real pleased." 

Miller had a near-perfect weekend. He 
was one of three cars to break the Mid- 
Am one-lap qualifying record with quick 
time of 13.979 seconds Saturday, then 
finished a close second in his heat race 
behind rookie Andrew Ruthenbeck. 

Miller started tenth after an inverted 
start and quickly -advanced to the front 
when he passed Scott Null for fourth 
place on lap 6. He got past Jeremy 
Spoonmore for third place on lap 24, and 
Chris Cooling held Miller off until lap 36. 
Miller then whittled away at Skaja's six 
car-length lead. 

With four laps left Miller was on Skaja's 
rear bumper, and coming off of turn 4 for 
the white flag he slipped under Skaja for 


There were no caution flags in the l 
cleanly-contested 50-lapper. 

Spoonmore finished a strong third, with 
Cooling close behind in fourth. Two-time 
series champion Bill Prietzel and Indiana 
veteran Bill Neering completed the top “TE 


Rice Lake Car 
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Fast Qualifier: Miller, 13.979 secs (NTR). 


Miller Scores Last-Lap Win over Skaja 
in Rockford Mid- Am Stocks | Opener 


ROCKFORD, IL, April 3 -- Jeremy 
Miller pulled off a final-lap pass to get - 
around leader Mike Skaja and went on to 
win the 2005 Mid-American Stock Car 
Series opener at the Rockford Speedway 
Sunday afternoon. 

Skaja, in a rare Mid-Am appearance at 
Rockford’s quater-mile paved oval, led 
the first 49 laps of the race before Miller 
squeezed inside for the lead as the two 
cars darted past the finish line. 

"| have to thank my fellow competitors. 
They gave me room on the track. 
Sometimes it really gets tight on the race 
track," Miller said. "I got into second and | 


September 29. Race fans can call the track at (816) 230-0080 | really didn't know if | could catch the 


Jeremy Miller (5) passes Mike Skaja (03) for the lead in the Mid-American 
Series race Sunday at Rockford Speedway. Miller went on to score the win. 


(Roy C. Schmidt photo) 


eis Mifjor poube tn Vickey and after winning the Mid-American Stock 
Car Series feature at Rockford Speedway Sunday. -(Doug Hornickel photo) 


, Wi; Bill Cedar Lake, IN; Soot 
Saturday night, April 30, at the Elko (MN) Franklin Noering, Cedar L Soot 


, Lake Mills, WI; 


RESUL Lyle Noks Wausau, WI; John w, <ý 
t > . Heat 1: Nooing: Dan Powel, Polo, 
remy Miller, Rockton; Mike Skaja, 
; Jeremy Spoonmore, Heat 2: Andrew Ruthenbeck, virgin, MN; 
ig Joliet; ve BN ea Miller. 
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pavement 
-to receive one of four product certificates, to be awarded 
after 2005 points become official. 

TAR is owned by Tim Myers and Roy Aitchison. TAR- 
made bodies were already on race cars in 17 states and 
Canada at the conclusion of the 2004 season. Myers, who 
brought the fiberglass and tooling expertise, and Aitchison 
were partners on the track before starting TAR. Most of the 
48 asphalt feature wins Aitchison has racked up came with 
Myers as his crew chief. 

TAR also offers a body line for dirt modifieds and intro- 
duced upper and lower radiator shrouds this year. They are 
also an authorized dealer for Coleman Racing Products. 

More information about TAR Race Car Bodies is available 
by calling (608) 839-9004. 


WCS Memberships 
are Now Available 
pert ON, WI, ‘March 22 -- With a ten-event season just 

corner, memberships 


plese eo for the 2005 Wisconsin 
na Cige Series season are now available. - i Piet A 
To eligible for WCS points fund. monies, travel plans, 
> isio die and.othor perks; drivers of each race team 
f In addition, paid WCS members will 
recive a discount on Eia ores entry fees. 
= . As an incentive to register early, all drivers registered 
$ before May 1 will receive an entry into a “lucky dog” draw- 
= ing, to be made at a pair of WCS events in 2005 - at 
* Wisconsin International Raceway on Tuesday, June 21, and 
$ atthe season championship race at Marshfield Super 
Fs Speedway on Saturday, September 10. This will offer eligi- 
= ble drivers an additional way to make the starting field for 
; the feature contests. 


Memberships for the 2005 season remain at $35. WCS 
= membership registration is also available at <http://www.wis- 
= consinchallenge.com/>. 
$ 
; Golf Carts to be Allowed 


at Eldora Speedway 
ROSSBURG, OH, March 12 -- Reversing an announce- 
ment made late last season, the use of golf carts at Eldora 
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The Checkered Flag Racing News 


ROCKFORD, IL, April 2 -- 
Mike Beyer won the opening 
event of the Big 8 Late Model 
Series Saturday night at 
Rockford Speedway, on the 
opening night of the 28th 
annual Spring Classic Week- 
end. 

“This is such a huge win,” 
said Beyer. “We struggled 
with this car all day. We had 
four set-ups, and my dad told 
me to just do what | feel is 
right, and it worked.” 

Jon Reynolds, Jr., led the 
first nine circuits before Beyer 
worked under the second- 
generation driver. Ricky 
Bilderback used the opening 
made by Beyer to shoot into 
second, and Beyer held 
Bilderback at bay for the rest 
of the race to score the 
impressive win. 

Reynolds settled for third, 


‘while Bobby Davis spun in the 


third turn of the last lap and 
collected Dexter Bean and 
fourth-running Bobby Wilberg. 
The melee allowed Ryan 
Carlson to move up to fourth 
at the finish, with Tony 
Bagstad claiming fifth. 

The Big 8 Series returns to 
action on Sunday afternoon, 
May 1, at Madison Inter- 
national Speedway, in con- 
junction with the Wisconsin 
Challenge Series super late 
models. Call (815) 633-1500 
for additional series informa- 
tion. 

RESULTS 
BIG 8 SERIES LATE MODELS 

A-Main: 1-10: Mike Beyer, 

Machesney Park; Ricky Bilderback, 


How Can Someone Else Buy Your Parts if You 
Don’t Let Them Know What You Have to Sell? 


Sell Them Fast with a CFRN Classified Ad! 


SEASON OPENING 
SUPER LATE MODEL SPECIAL 


Saturday Night-April 23 


The Wisconsin Challenge Series Stars 
Take on Wisconsin’s Action Track! 


Super Late Model Stars Including: x Jeremy Lepak Mark Eswein 
hd red Salor kiabi & Chris Weinkauf 
xJim Jarlsberg xJason Erickson 


*Charlie Menard xAdam R 
Battle Local Stars xDan 


ROCKFORD, IL, April 3 -- Jon 
Reynolds, Jr., worked his way past Gary 
Krueger and Kyle Melvin to climb into the 
lead of the Northern Series 58 Sunday 
afternoon, then held on for the win during 
Rockford Speedway’s Spring Classic. 

Reynolds stretched his lead to nearly 
20 car-lengths before Ricky Bilderback 
disposed of Bobby Wilberg to move into 
second, then watched his lead dwindle 
over the closing 11 laps. Bilderback 
pulled to within inches of Reynold’s back 
bumper as the white flag waved, but that 
was as close as he would come. 
Wilberg followed Reynolds and 
Bilderback across the line, while Ryan 
Carlson and a hard-charging Chad 
Stevens rounded out the top five. 

Action continues at the Rockford 
Speedway this Saturday night, as the 
58th season opener kicks off the weekly 
racing season. Spectator gates open at 5 
pm, with the first race at 7:07. Call (815) 
633-1500 for additional information. 
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Reynolds Works His Way to Rockford LM Win 
E UEN wj 
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Ricky Bilderback (02) caught Jon Reynolds, Jr. (10) in the closing laps of 
the Northern Series late model main event Sunday at Rockford Speedway, 
but he didn’t have enough to make a winning pass. 


(Doug Hornicke! photo) 
Mike Taylor, Stoughton, Wi; Gary Krueger, 
Edgerton, WI; Bob Kahler, Belvidere; Kyle Melvin, 
Machesney Park. 
Heat 1: Bilderback; Wilberg; Beyer. 
Heat 2: Carlson; Kahler; Melvin. 


RESULTS 
NORTHERN SERIES LATE MODELS 
A-Main: Jon Reynolds, Jr., Roscoe; Ricky 
Bilderback, Rockton; Bob Wilberg, Orfordville, WI; 
Ryan Carlson, Loves Park; Chad Stevens, 
Orfordville, WI; Mike Beyer, Machesney Park; 


Beyer Wins Big 8 LM Series Opener at Rockford 


Mike Beyer (75) races with Ryan Carlson (55) during Sunday’s Northern Series late 
model feature at Rockford. Beyer captured Saturday’s Big 8 Late Model Series open- 
er at the Illinois quarter-mile on Saturday; Carlson finished fourth. 


(Doug Hornickel photo) 
Rockton; Jon Reynolds, Jr., Roscoe; 
Ryan Carlson, Loves Park; Tony 
Bagstad, Westby, WI; Steve 
Dobbratz, Rio, WI; Bob Wilberg, 
Orfordville, WI; Kevin Tunks, 
Edgerton, WI; John Ovadal, Jr., 
Watertown, WI; Mike Ehde, Prairie 
du Chien, WI. 

11-20: Chad Stevens, Orfordville, 
Wi; Mike Taylor, Stoughton, Wi; 
Greg Bowers, Waterioo. WI; Kyle 
Jarisberg, Cambridge. WI: Gene 
Olson, Sullivan, Wi; Dennis Schmidt, 
Juneau, WI; Bob Kahler, Belvidere; 
Dexter Bean, Westby, WI; George 
Bohn, Machesney Park; Bobby 
Davis, Winnebago. 

21-24: Kyle Melvin, Machesney 
Park: Nick Wendt, Watertown, WI: 
Mike Lloyd, Machesney Park; Kris 
Kelly, Norway, MI. 

Last Chance: Davis; Bowers; 
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f SATURDAY NIGHT-APRIL 9 | 


La E. aena Jim Olson Collision Center | 
Jarlsberg. r i . SUPER LATE MODELS 


Heat 2: Melvin: Bohn; Stevens. Plus 
Heat 3: Bagstad: Wilberg: Taylor | McHenry Limousine SUPER STOCKS and SPORTSMAN 
wae. eee All Competing on the World's Fastest 1/3rd 
Time Trials: Wilberg. Mile, Progressively Banked, Paved Oval! 
START TIMES: Pits Open 4 PM, Time Trials 6, First Race 7 


Home of the Al Schill, Jr. Memorial Dash 
Sponsored by: Barker's Reconditioning a | 


Coming 


| FRIDAY NITE- MAY 6 


The First Ever and 
Soon to be Annual 
WORLD CLASS SMALL CAR 
SPRING OPENER 
Presented by: Bilderback Auto Parts 
of South Beloit, Illinois 
Featuring: Legends, Bandoleros, Mini-Mods, 
Formula Indys, Rascal Outlaws, Sport Trucks, BICs 


To Save Money, Pre-Enter On-Line at 


uae 
100 LAP 
= FEATURE 


FRIDAY NIGHT-MAY 20 
WEEKLY FRIDAY NITE OPENER 
Featuring: 
Mini-Modifieds, Legends, 
Bandoleros, Weapons, 
Sport Trucks, BICs 


Track Phone: 262-248-8566 


40+ drivers attempting to make a $1,800 to win 100-lap feature contest. 


Plus preliminary events for the Super Late Models including 


LAKE GENEVA 


qualtying races which will determine the 23-car feature field. 


Plus...Jefferson Speedway Sportsman, Internationals, Hobby Stocks & Bandits x 


RACEWAY 


ADULT ADMISSION FAN FRIENDLY $12 


Age 12 thru 15 & Seniors: $8; 


Bloomfield Road « Lake Geneva, WI 


Age 8 thru 11: $4; Under Age 8 FREE With Supervision 


+. Pits Open at Noon, Practice 1, Qualifying 4, Racing 7 PM 


EET 
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- g f f 
Locsted between Jefferson & 
"Wisconsin's Action Track” 


Visit Our Website 24-Hours-A-Day at 
http://www.lakegenevaraceway.com 


Definitely The Only Choice Every Saturday Night! 
. For Marketing Information Call 
The Raceway at 262-248-8566 


Pace Car Court 
LYNCH CHEVRO! SU NTIAC. 


JEEP-EAGLE of Burlington, Wis. 


ODO 


Se 
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First career win for 


Eisbrenner 


LAKE GENEVA, WI, April 2 - The 
2005 season opener at Lake 
Geneva Raceway Saturday brought 
diehard race fans out in tempera- 
tures hovering around 40 degrees. 

Two-time super late model cham- 
pion Jamie Wallace of Pell Lake had 
a perfect night, taking fast time, win- 
ning the Al Schill, Jr., memorial 
dash, and besting the field in the 45- 
lap feature race. Russ Blaklely flew 
to the front at the drop of the green 
flag, while Rick Corso slipped into 
second and challenged the leader 
for the next ten laps. On lap 20 
Wallace crept past Vincent Merry 
into third, but the top two were some 
distance ahead. 

One lap later Corso moved out 
front, but by lap 23 Wallace was 
knocking on the door. Four laps later 
Wallace made a clean pass for the 
lead, and by lap 38 he had built up a 
good advantage. 

Then Jeff Holmgren, Jr., and 
Merry made contact, bringing out the 
first caution period. On the restart 
Blakeley moved back into second, 
but Corso rebounded within three 
laps. The final caution came with five 
laps to go, as Merry stalled after 
spinning. 

This set up a dash for the finish, 
and Wallace marched away for the 
win. Corso claimed second, with 
Burkoth nipping Blakeley for third. 
Defending champion Randy Rodgers 
was fifth. 

Ken Eisbrenner of Racine, who 
started racing four seasons ago, won 
his first-ever 30-lap super stock fea- 


Stl 
The Checkered Flag Racing News 


Clean Sweep for Wallace in Lake Geneva Opener 


Jamie Wallace (87) passes Rick Corso (88) for the lead in the late 
model feature Saturday night at Lake Geneva Raceway. 


Scott Ascher (19) holds off Erik Pierce (118) for the Sportsman heat 


race win at LGR Saturday. 


ture, which nearly went nonstop. 
Eisbrenner scoot out front at the 
start, and on lap 6 Tom Fay moved 


into second. Three laps later John . 


Maki, Jr., overtook Fay, and the 
pace stayed fast until lap 22, when 
17-year-old Josh Wallace had his 
right-front tire go down to bring out 
the caution. 

in another dash to the checkers 
Eisbrenner pulled away from Maki, 
who was busy fending off Fay. Quick 


timer Mike Gunderson pulled off a 
slick three-wide maneuver put him 
into fourth place with six laps to go, 
and Adam Regnier got past Maki 
with one lap to go for second. 
Eisbrenner secured the win, while 
Maki came back to nip Regnier for 
second, Gunderson taking fourth 
and Fay taking fifth. 

The super stock dash ended in a 
photo finish, as Maki won by four 
inches. 


Ken Smart (45) fends off Ken Joosten (47) for the lead in Saturday's 
Sportsman feature. Smart beat Joosten to the stripe for the win. 

(Mark Meichiori photos) 
Hampshire, IL; Adam Berge, East Troy: 
Wally Morgan, Burlington; Scott Ascher, 
Sussex; John Janssen, Burlington. 


Ken Smart of Oconomowoc won 
the first sportsman feature of the 
season. Adam Berge moved in front 
initially in the feature, while Ken 
Smart moved into second with 
Jeremy Bloomberg right behind. 
From lap 11 to lap 22, Bloomberg 
and Berge put on a great show for 
the lead, swapping it many times, 
before the two made contact to bring 
out the caution. Then, before the 
next lap was completed,Wally 
Morgan got together with Berge, 
stopping the action once more. 

Smart became the new leader and 
held back challenges from Joosten 
for the win. Erik Pierce was third, 
with Gary Norton and John Fischer 
trailing. 

Gary Norton won the sportsman 
dash by mere inches. 

Weekly racing for the 39th season 
continues every Saturday night. 
Time trials begin at 5:45 pm, with 
racing at 7. 

RESULTS 
SPORTSMEN 

A-Main: Ken Smart, Oconomowoc; Kenny 
Joosten, Wonder Lake, IL; Erik Pierce, Lake 
in the Hills, IL; Gary Norton, Hebron, IL; John 
Fischer, Burlington; Jeremy Bloomberg, 


Trophy Dash: Norton; 


Joosten 
SUPER LATE MODELS 

A-Main: Jamie Wallace, Pell Lake; Rick 
Corso, McHenry, IL; Kent Burkoth, 
Burlington; Russ Blakeley, Delavan; Randy 
Rodgers, Elkhorn; Landry Potter, Genoa 
City; Jerry Cowan, Burlington; Jeff 
Holmgren, Jr., East Troy; Vincent Merry, 
Wadsworth, IL; Kenny Joosten, Wonder 
Lake, IL. 

Heat: Blakeley; Mike Simon, Jr., 
Ingleside, IL; Merry. 

Time Trials: Wallace. 

Trophy Dash: Wallace; Eddie May, 
Crystal Lake, IL; Todd Lehr, Genoa City. 
SUPER STOCKS 

A-Main: Ken Eisbrenner, Racine; John 
Maki, Jr., Antioch, IL; Adam Regnier, Twin 
Lakes; Mike Gunderson, Wind Lake; Tom 
Fay, Arlington Heights, iL;,Tom Roney, 
Ridgefield, IL; Scott Norton, Wonder Lake, 
IL; Al Kuphal, Franklin; Joe DeCubellis, 
Burlington; Josh Wallace, Pell Lake. _ 
` Heat 1: Bill Morris, Streamwood, IL; 
Randy Schneider, Burlington; Bill-Reese, 
Hebron, IL. 

Heat 2: Eisbrenner; Fay; Craig Mertes, 


Bloomberg; 


Time Trials: Gunderson. 
Trophy Dash: Maki; Gunderaan; Norton. 


Trickle to Race Opener at MIS | WCS Ready for Season Opener 


by John Wells 

OREGON, WI, April 4 -- 
Madison International Speed- 
way will welcome one of the 
top short-track drivers in 
Wisconsin history for its sea- 
son opener on Sunday, May 
1, when Dick Trickle will com- 
pete in the Wisconsin 
Challenge Series event that is 
part of the program. 

"I'm really looking forward 
to it. It's a great place to start 
the season for me coming 
back to Madison International 
Speedway,” said Trickle. "I've 
spent a lot of time at Madison 
over the past 30 years.” 

Trickle is no stranger to the 
paved half-mile, where won 
track championships in 1971 
and ‘72 and collected a record 
72 feature victories. 

Trickle also commented 
about the crowds at Madison, 
both past and present. "It was 
always an enthusiastic 
crowd,” he said. “The fans 
were great. ... The half-mile 
(has) featured a lot of speed 
and the races were always 


great. | always enjoyed it; it 
was and always will be a chal- 
lenging track." 

Trickle plans to bring to 
Madison a chassis he is fami- 
lar with from his full-time 
short-track racing days. The 
car, named “Goldie,” was the 
same chassis Trickle ran 
before going south to race 
NASCAR events in 1989. "It 
will be basically be the same 
chassis,” explained Trickle. “I 
ran the car back in 1989 and 
1990 in a half-dozen shows. | 
ran at Slinger, Kaukauna, 
Dells and Phoenix with this 
car. We will have a new motor 
and body on it and all the 
other updates for the five or 
six shows we plan to run in 
the Midwest this season.” 

Trickle noted that 
Minnesota's Kevin Lang has 
updated the car for him. "It's 
going to be a lot of fun,” said 
Trickle. “We're not going to go 
back into any full-time racing. 

“It's going to be fun driving 
against second- and third- 
generation (sons) of guys that 


355 Mid American/ 
Sportsman Engine 


| used to race against. For a 
lot of the new fans they proba- 
bly heard about me from their 
dads or uncles, and for many 
of the guys | used to race 
against it's special when they 
stop by and say hi. | get to 
see a lot of my old fans, and 
they bring the young ones 
with them.” 

Trickle will be part of the 
Wisconsin Challenge Series’ 
first-ever visit to Madison. 
“We are expecting a great 
turnout of drivers for this race. 
Interest is high, and as we get 
closer to opening day the 
excitement will soar to even 
greater heights," said MIS 
promoter Steve Einhaus. "The 
Wisconsin Challenge Series is 
a great series, and we are 
expecting many familiar faces 
to be among the super late 
model drivers trying to make 
the show, as well as some 
new faces, too.” 

Pit gates will open on May 
1 at 10 am, hot laps begin at 
noon, qualifying starts at 1:30, 
and racing action begins at 3 
pm. The Big Eight limited late 
model series will also be in 
action for the season opener. 
For more information, please 
call the track at (608) 835- 
9700. 


WISCONSIN DELLS, WI, March 31 -- In 
spite of a long winter delaying track and 
grounds preparation, Dells Motor Speedway is 
preparing to host the season-opening event of 
the Wisconsin Challenge Series on Saturday 
afternoon, April 9. 

The show will mark the start of the fifth sea- 
son for the Series, which has grown into one of 
the most competitive short-track racing pro- 
grams in the Midwest. The program will also be 
the season-opening contest for the semi- 
banked third-mile Speedway. 

The Dells has hosted the WCS’s season 
opener in each of the past two years, and it 
has hosted the second-highest number of con- 
tests in Series history, with eight prior events. 
Only the Golden Sands Speedway has hosted 
more WCS contests. 

Last season's Series opener saw a series 
record number of entries, and 2003 WCS 
champion Erik Darnell captured the event over 
local standout Frank Kreyer and central 
Wisconsin hotshoe Jeremy Lepak, who was 
the fastest qualifier of the 54 racers to take to 
the track that day. Darnell, who has enjoyed 
success while running in several NASCAR 
series, is expected to defend his victory, and 
Kreyer and Lepak are also expected for the 
contest. 

The show will also open the season-long 
Series points chase, captured last season by 
multi-time Golden Sands Speedway champion 
Mark Eswein, who became the Series’ first 
repeat title holder when he edged out 
Minnesota native Adam Royle for the champi- 
onship. 

Other strong contenders expected for the 


season title will include brothers Chris and 
Jason Weinkauf, all-time Series points leader 
Ken Reiser, veteran Don Turner and M.G. 
Gajewski, who was the 2004 WCS Hard 
Charger Award winner. 

Several new drivers expected to join the 
Series on a full-time basis include 2004 
Wisconsin International Raceway super late 
model rookie of the year Andy Monday, 2003 
WIR rookie of the year Brent Strelka, 2004 
WIR limited late model champ Tom Gee, Jr., 
veteran Pete Vandermolen, Callin Harrell, and 
local racers Jeff Kendell and brothers Jeff and 
Kenny Richards. 

In addition to the WCS super late models, a 
full program of four-cylinder Bandit racing will 
take place. Pit gates will open at 10 am, prac- 
tice begins at noon, the main grandstand will 
also open at noon, and qualifying will take 
place at 1:30 pm. The race program will begin 
with a pair of 30-lap WCS qualifying races 
Starting at 3 pm, which will set the feature field. 

Dells Motor Speedway is located just five 
minutes from the downtown Wisconsin Dells 
tourist area, or three miles west of |-90/94 off 
exit 85 on Highway 12/16 toward Lyndon 
Station. 

The second event of the 2005 WCS season 
will be held at Jefferson Speedway, located 
between Jefferson and Cambridge, on 
Saturday evening, April 23. The show will mark 
the only appearance of the WCS super late 
models on a quarter-mile oval this season, and 
five divisions of racing will take to the track that 
evening. Additional Wisconsin Challenge 
Series information is available by calling (920) 
731-6804. 


eRace Prepped 010 Block 
eSportsman Style Forged Rods 
eCP or Diamond Pistons 
eChamp Oil Pan eBHJ Dampener 
eCrane Roller Rockers 
eManley Timing Set eVortec Heads 
eREV Stainless Valves 
eEdelbrock Manifold 
eStewart Water Pump 


eAluminum Valve Covers 


Prices Start at $7,500.00 Dynoed 


- OPTIONS INCLUDE: 
e750 Carburetor eATI Balancer 
eFront Pulleys e€arter Fuel Pump 
eQuarter Master Clutch Assembly 
__ MSD Ignition System eMoroso Wires 
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Former Champions to Compete 
in Stock Car Classics League Opener 


WEST SALEM, WI -- The first Stock 
Car Classics League race doesn't hap- 
pen until the Yesteryears Racer Reunion 
on Saturday, June 11, at the LaCrosse 
Fairgrounds Speedway, but interest in 
the vintage race cars seems to have 
reached a new level heading into the 
upcoming season. 

Former champions Chuck King of 
Lombard, IL, and Gary Stein of 
Northfield, MN, are both returning to 
compete in 2005. King will drive either a 


former Ward Burton NASCAR Cup — 


Series Dodge or a Tommy Houston 
NASCAR Busch Series Thunderbird. 


Stein will switch from his former Dave’ 


Watson Buick to a 1966 Chevrolet Impala 
once driven by inaugural Daytona 500 
runner-up John Beauchamp. Beauchamp 
was inched out by Lee Petty in the first 
superspeedway race at Daytona Beach,’ — 
Stein’s Buick has been sold back to its 
original owner, Dave Deppe. 

Other drivers expected to see action in 
the vintage-car league include: — 


++". E 


- Jeff Bagstad, LaCrosse - ‘69 Joe 
Shear short-track Chevelle; 

- Terry Ryan, Davenport, IA - ‘75 
USAC Camaro; 

- Pete VanZeeland, Menasha - '73 
Richard Petty Dodge; 

- Charlie Schwoch, Poynette - ‘83 
Bobby Allison Thunderbird; 

- Bill Paul, Milwaukee - 2001 Todd 
Bodine Taurus; 

- John Vig, Jr., Shakopee, MN - 2001 
NASCAR Truck Series Ford; 

- Dave Schreiner, Deerfield - ‘94 Terry 
Labonte Sunoco Oldsmobile; 

- Dave Dotter, East Hazel Crest, IL - 


71 ‘Bob Schacht ARCA Dodge 


ave Carlson, Rubicon - ‘87 Lake 
Cutlass; 


- Mike McCormick, Kaukauna - ‘63 
Pa Lund Ford 
- John Janssen, Burlington - ‘64 Dale 


Chevelle; 
.- Vaugh Gerke, South Beloit, IL - 
USAC Chevrolet; 


a S 


- Jerry Ruehiow, Oconomowoc - ‘96 


Ken Schrader Monte Carlo; 

- Don Emrich, Evansville - ‘72 Benny 
Parsons Chevelle; 

- Kevin Potter, Ixonia - ‘96 Ted 
Musgrave Thunderbird; 


- Mike Stein, Lakeville, MN - ‘78 short- 
track Camaro; 

- Perry Ziehm, Oconomowoc - ‘94 
ARCA Lumina; 

- Butch Mierendorf, Lake Mills - ‘96 
ARCA Grand Prix; 

+ John Vaash, Jr., Racine - ‘71 Dave 
Marcis Charger; 


- Pat Loppnow, Burlington - ‘79 short- 


track Camaro. 
The overall champion will receive over 


$3,000 in awards at the Mid-American 


schedule is included in CFRN's Race Fan 
Guide accompanying this issue. 
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Elko’s ‘Enduromania’ 
Only Weeks Awa 


` WATERFORD, 


is only weeks away. 
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sized cars and a 100-lap event for Hornets and other four-cylin- 
der compact cars. These events are being held in celebration of 


the track's 40th year of 


operation. 


Car entry for the full-sized cars is $35 if received by April 10 
and $50 if received from April 11-23. Cutoff for entries is 6 pm 
on April 23. The car specifications will be aligned to the Elko 
Power stocks, Raceway Park Bombers, Raceway Park enduro 


total purse of $8,075, paying the 


top 25 positions, with $1,500 going to the winner. 

Car entry for the four-cylinder cars is $20 if received by April 
10 and $30 if received from April 11-23. Cutoff for entry is 6 pm 
on April 23. The car specifications will be aligned to the 2005 
Elko Speedway Hornet rules; other four-cylinder cars, such as 
those of the Midwest Enduro Small Car Series or the Raceway 
Park four-cylinder Class, may also be eligible to run. The event 
has a total purse of $1,650, with $250 going to the winner and 
the top 20 finishing positions paid. 

Car entry forms and front gate admission information may be 
obtained by calling the track at (952) 461-7223. Entry forms 
may also be obtained through the Midwest Enduro Stock Car 
Series at (262) 895-6682. Both shows will also be governed by 


the Midwest Enduro Stock Car 


Series rules and procedures and 


conducted by Series officials on race day. For technical informa- 
tion, call (262) 728-6240 from 6-10 pm. 


Eldora Opener 
Cancelled Again 


ROSSBURG, OH, April 2 -- 
Rain and snow showers 
Saturday morning, combined 
with winds gusting over 40 
mph, prompted a joint deci- 
sion between officials of the 
United States Auto Club and 
Eldora promoter Larry Kemp 
to the cancel season-opening 
"Don Branson-Jud Larson 
Classic" at Eldora Speedway 
for the second consecutive 
week, z 
USAC was to have been 
the sanctioning group for the 
evening's non-winged 
National Sprint Car Series 
action. They are scheduled to 
return to Eldora on Saturday 
evening, April 30, as part of 


the 11th annual Border Wars 
competition. 

Attempt number three to 
get the 2005 campaign under- 
way will be the weekend of 
April 8-9, when the World of 
Outlaw sprints invade Eldora 
for their first appearance of 
the season. A full program of 
doubleheader racing is slated 
each night, with the United 
Midwestern Promoters modi- 
fieds joining the action on 
Friday night and the Eldora 
stocks the-co-feature on 
Saturday. 

The USAC sprint series is 
now set to open April 10 with 
the "Glen Niebel Classic” at 
the Anderson (IN) Speedway 
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Darnell, Danny O'Quinn, Joey Logano 

a L a erate bt ah har rae 
' | four pos- 

sess the talent to eventually succeed in 

the NASCAR ranks. ! 

Darnell and O’Quinn were both discov- 
ered through Roush’s “Race for the 
Ride” program last fall. Both drivers 
made it to the final test at Darlington and 
were considered for the Roush ride in 
the NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series 
that was eventually awarded to 
Wisconsin's Todd Kluever. Darnell, 23, 
hails from Beach Park, IL, and most 
recently competed in the NASCAR 
Autozone Elite Division. O'Quinn, 19, is 
from Coeburn, VA, and has spent the 
past two seasons racing in the USAR 
poner Pro Cup Series Southern divi- 
sion. 

Both drivers plan to run a limited 
ARCA schedule this season. 

Logano, 14, is from Alpharetta, GA, 
and was discovered when Mark Martin 
first noticed him racing against Martin's 
son Matt. Last year Logano competed in 
five ASA National Touring Series events 
and qualified fifth in his first race. Logano 
intends to compete in the Hooters Pro 
oe Series this year after he turns 15 in 


y. . 

Davis, also 14, resides in Mitchellville, 
MD, and is currently the only African- 
American in the Roush driver develop- 
ment program. He will continue to com- 
pete in the FastKids truck series as well 
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lilinois driver Erik Darnell is among four drivers chosen to participate in 
Roush Racing’s “Race for the Ride” driver development program. 


as race a Roush-provided car at various 
Short-track events throughout North 
Carolina. 

“We need to constantly be searching 
for the next generation of drivers,” said 
Jack Roush. “We have found four drivers 
who possess a great amount of skill and 
determination. We decided to create a 
program which will help them develop 
their racing careers and eventually move 


(submitted photo) 


into one of our NASCAR programs when 
the time is right.” 

All four Roush Racing development 
drivers are currently seeking sponsorship 
at various levels. Companies inquiring 
about sponsorship opportunities within 
Roush Racing should contact John Miller 
at Roush Racing, at (704) 720-4600. 
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New Sponsors Named for 


LM Tri-Track Challenge Series 


CLINTONVILLE, WI -- A pair of significant supporters of 


ALMS to Kick Off ‘05 
at Limaland 


ROSSBURG, OH, April 2 -- For the second straight year, the 
points race towards the American Late Model Series champi- 
onship will get underway at Limaland Motorsports Park. Set for 
Friday evening, April 8, the event will mark the eighth time the 
ALMS tour has competed upon the quarter-mile high-banked 
dirt oval. ; k r 

Defending Series champion Kris Patterson is the all-time 
leading feature winner at Limaland. Of the seven prior race 
meets at Lima, Patterson has amassed three feature victories 
and is the only driver to have repeat wins there. Single con- 
quests have been registered by Jerry Bowersock, Matt Miller, 
Shane Yoder and last season's victor, Steve Casebolt, Jr. 
Patterson, a six-time ALMS champion, will be in the field Friday 
ae following weekend, Saturday, April 16, will find the tour 
heading back to Eldora Speedway, where the Series was,to 
have kicked off in March, but weather conditions had forced a 
cancellation. 


Rains Force Anderson to 
Cancel ‘March Madness’ 


ANDERSON, IN, March 19 -- Anderson Speedway cancelled 
its “March Motorsports Madness” event on Saturday, March 19, 
due to rain showers. The race program was to feature four dif- 
ferent divisions in action, 


— 
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northeast Wisconsin's dirt late model community have stepped 
up to provide title sponsorship for the 2005 Tri-Track Challenge 
series. 

Forest County Potawatomi of Crandon and Seubert Calf 
Ranches of Dorchester have been named titie sponsors of the 
two-year-old series, to be contested at Langlade County 
Speedway, Shawano Speedway and Seymour Speedway, said 
series coordinator Ed Bertram. 

In its inaugural season in 2004 the Series doled out more 
than $25,000 in cash and contingency awards, with Shawano's 
Troy Springborn named the 2004 champion; 18 other drivers 
also chased the series. The average car count at the three 
member tracks was more than 24 per night. 


"With the help of these two major sponsors, we're able to 
take this series to the next level," said Bertram. "We'll have 
more than $60,000 in cash and product up for grabs this year. 
We've got most everyone coming back, and we'll have a few 
newcomers in the mix as well. It should be an exciting year.” 

In addition to Seubert Calf Ranches and Forest County 
Potawatomi, AmsOil Racing Products has also joined on as an 
associate sponsor. Also, some new program incentives have 
been built into the Series, including a “Tri-Fecta” challenge, a pit 
crew Challenge and the creation of a “Quick 6” program, to give 
drivers several opportunities to earn prize monies and products 
and provide area race fans additional story lines and excitement 
at the tracks in 2005. 
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A-Karting We Will Go 


Karters ready for upcoming season 
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Race Cars Pack LaCros phates 
Track for First Practice = ~ 


WEST SALEM, WI, April 2 -- If the number Kevin Nuttleman and Steve 
of registered cars and drivers who turned out 


for aftemoon’s initial practice are any Chare 

indication, the LaCrosse Fairgrounds It was also the first time in history 
Speedway is in for yet another that female drivers practiced in all three major 
sum divisions, as Laurel Viera (late model), Emi 


mer. 

Over 50 NASCAR late models, 60 sports- 
_man and nearly 70 Thunderstox cars are cur- 
rently registered for the 2005 campaign. 

On Saturday, officials elected to start the 
practice session nearly 30 minutes early, to 
give the huge number of race teams that 
showed up a chance to get some practice time 
in. Over 75 cars were on hand for their first 
crack at the 5/8th- and quarter-mile ovals, at 5:05 
including nearly 20 late models. those 
on hand were former track champions Mike 


Nicole Baier (9) leads Ryan Graham (15) during pre-season action in the HPV Senior 
Lite class April 3 at Badger Raceway. The Dousman, WI, track opens its points sea- 


son on Sunday, April 10. 


Ray Seach will be competing in the Junior Super Stock class at Sugar River Raceway 
in Brodhead, WI. The track hosted practice for all classes on Sunday, April 3, and will 
host its first points races on Sunday, April 10. 


Rockford Speedway Announces 
New Raceday Procedures 


by Kevin Ramsell 

ROCKFORD, IL, March 22 
-- Rockford Speedway offi- 
cials have announced that a 
plus-minus race procedure 
system, developed by Race 
Promotion Monthly Promoter of 
the Year Tom Curley, will be 
adopted for use during weekly 
race events on Saturday and 
Wednesday nights at the his- 
toric facility. 

Under the new format, qual- 
ifying will take place during all 
the heat races. Heats will be 
determined by a blind draw 
prior to competition; drivers 
not drawing before the 6:15 
pm deadline will start at the 
rear of their respective heat 
field and will be ineligible to 
transfer out of that heat race, 
although “plus-minus” points 
will determine their starting 
positions in their qualifying 
races and/or feature. 

Each car will be awarded 


one point for every position 
they gain in each race and will 
lose one point for every posi- 
tion they fall back. All calcula- 
tions will be based off of origi- 
nal posted starting positions. 
If there is a tie in “plus-minus” 
points the tiebreaker will go in 
favor of the driver earning his 
or her points first. It is possi- 
ble to score zero points in 
heat action. 

The top three finishers from 
each division’s previous fea- 
ture will automatically 
advance to the current race 
program's feature provided 
they compete in their 
assigned heat races; theyr will 
still earn “plus-minus” points 
to determine their starting 
positions in their features. 
Three of these designated 
drivers from one division will 
be required to sign auto- 
graphs on the concourse area 
for 15 minutes following their 
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Aluminum Concept Engine 


0010 4-Bolt Block 
eARP Main Studs 
eFront & Rear Strap 
eBRC or Callies Pro Crank 
eDyer or Carrillo 4340 Rods 
eCP or Diamond Pistons 
eOil Pan (Your Choice of Pump Wet/Dry) 
eNew Brodix Spec Heads 
eEdelbrock Manifold eStainless Valves 
eTitanium Retainers & Hardened Locks 
04340 Push Rods eAluminum Water Pump 
eCrane Rockers eStud Girdle 


$14,995.00 Dynoed 


ALSO INCLUDED: 
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eDry Sump Pump e Front Drive Asembly | 
eBelts ePump Riser eDistributor | 
eWires eFuel Pump | 

e2-bbi. Carb. & Spacer | 
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division’s final heat race or 
forfeit their feature starting 
position, unless prior dis- 
missal has been given by the 
race director. 

The designated top three 
drivers, along with each divi- 
sions’ points leaders, will also 
be involved in the track’s 
opening ceremonies and will 
be designated throughout the 
race program by identification 
flags. 

The top three non-automat- 
ic qualifiers from each heat 
will transfer to the features, 
and all cars not transferring 
from the heats will be placed 
in qualifying events or the fea- 
ture. Qualifying events will 
only be run when there are 17 
or more entrants in a given 
division and will be lined up by 
“plus-minus” points in 
decreasing order. 

"This new format should 
make each race exciting for 
the fans and drivers, as each 
race will have a direct impact 
on a driver's feature starting 
position,” stated Rockford 
Speedway president Jody 
Deery. “It should be fun for 
everyone." 

Weekly racing utilizing the 
“plus/minus” system begins 
Saturday night, April 9, and 
continues through Saturday 
night, September 10, at 
Rockford. 
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inski, ASL to be Part of 


Tuesday Night Shootout at WIR 


KAUKAUNA, WI -- An 
American Stockcar League 
150-lap A-main will be the 
featured event for the 
Tuesday Night Shootout at 
Wisconsin International Race- 
way in Kaukauna on Tuesday 
night, August 2, at 7:30 pm, 
and three-time American 
Speed Association national 
touring champion and former 
ARTGO champ Kevin Cywin- 
ski of Lakeville, MN, has 
announced that he will be in 
the field. 

The ASL was formed by 
former ASA national touring 
teams and Mid-American 
Stock Car, Inc., and the 
Kaukauna race is one of 71 
racing events that Mid- 
American Stock Car, Inc., will 
be involved with in 2005. 

The first Tuesday night in 
August has been a traditonal 
race date in the Fox River 
Valley with the ARTGO Series 
and later NASCAR Elite 
Division. The date became 
available in 2005 when the 
former promoter of the race 
withdrew his commitment to 
the date; Mid-Am will be the 
promoter of this year’s event. 

"We're happy to be able to 
present a race of this type on 
a tradional date at our track,” 
said WIR owner Roger Van 
Daalwyk. 

"This has all come together 
very quickly, and we are rap- 
idly getting the evening's 


_ner, 


events " said Mid-Am 
and ASL president Gary 
Vercauteren. “We will have 
discounted advance tickets 
and the entire event will be 
family-friendly.” 

Cywinski wrapped up his 
third ASA title last fall but 
received no point fund money. 
"| got my trophy a couple of 
weeks ago," Cywinski recently 
commented. 

“Hopefully things will look 
up this year and the new 
series will gradually build. | 
believe there's a good chance 
it will happen. The way the 
ASL is structured reminds me 
of ARTGO.” 

Cywinski was the 1986 
Central Wisconsin Racing 
Assocation late modei cham- 
pion, the ‘95 ARTGO champi- 
on, and the 1997, 2003 and 
2004 ASA champion. He was 
also a former all-conference 
football player at Mosinee 
High School. 

"We'll be running the ASL 
races that do not conflict with 
the ARCA schedule," Cywin- 
ski concluded. 

Other drivers planning on 
competing in ASL events this 
year include Butch Miller, 
Moorseville, NC; Brian Reff- 
Stevens Point; Jarit 
Johnson, El Cajon, CA; Ryan 
Mathews, Lake Geneva; Rick 
Beebe, Olathe, KS; Rich 
Bickle, Edgerton; Landon 
Cassill, Fairfax, IA; Jeff 


Streeter, Chowchilla, CA; Trey 
Allen, McGregor, TX; Matthias 
Czabok, Ashland, OH; Greg 
Stewart, Four Oaks, NC; Jay 
Middleton, Lake City, FL; 
Jenny White, Topeka, KS: 
Joey Miller, Lakeville, MN; 
Matt Hawkins, Canton, GA: 
Curtis VanDerWal, Oska- 
loosa, IA; Rich Loch, Mus- 
kego; Trevor Stewart, St. 
Cloud, MN; Peter Cozzolino, 
Indianapolis, IN; Kenny West, 
Sherrills Ford, NC; John Vig, 
Jr., Shakopee, MN; Boris 
Jurkovic, Crestwood, IL; 
Frank Golletti, Woodland 
Park, CO; Jacob Dolhun, 
Milwaukee; Terry Schoppen- 
horst, Berlin; Troy Wangerin, 
Jordan, MN; and Tony Wilson, 
Breezewood, PA. 

There will be a practice and 
press conference on Monday, 
August 1, from 3-6:30 pm at 
the Kaukauna track. Quali- 
fying on the half-mile paved 
oval is tentatively set for 5:30 
pm on August 2, with racing a 
7:30. Other events plan nged 
include the return of 
"Royal Rumble” Mid-Am stock 
car-versus-super truck 30-lap 
feature as well as a 25-lap 
ASL last chance race, possi- 
ble late model shootout and 
heat races. 

More announcements 
about the event willbe issued 
shortly. Call, (920) 823-2856 
for more information. 


Americann Late Model Series 
Sets 25-Race Slate 


ROSSBURG, OH, March 20 -- With renewed 


seaosn opener on March 26. Also, Oakshade 


sponsorship, the American Late Model Series 
is ready to embark upon its 11th season with 
an ambitious 25-race slate toward the $5,000 
championship title. 

As in the previous ten years, the ALMS tour 
for dirt late models will be under the guiding 
eye of the United Midwestern Promoters. This 
year's slate pretty much mirrors last year’s, 
with each of the tracks that held events last 
season returning for 2005. The lone addition 
will be a first-ever trip for the ALMS faithful to 
Ontario, Canada, and the South Buxton 
Speedway in August. 

Considered the “home base” for the series, 
Eldora Speedway in Rossburg will present five 
contests on its half-mile clay oval, inicuding the 
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Raceway in Wauseon will host four events, 
while a pair of Michigan ovals - l-96 Speedway 
in lonia and Hartford Speedway Park - will 
each host three ALMS race meets. 

Hosting a pair of points meets each will be 
Ohio ovals Limaland Motorsports Park, Attica 
Raceway Park and Fremont Speedway. Single 
events will be contested at Crystal (MI) Motor 
Speedway, Gas City (IN) I-69 Speedway, 
Union County (IN) Speedway and South 
Buxton. 

Kris Patterson, who has six ALMS titles to 
his credit, reigns as the defending tour champi- 
on. The only other drivers to have captured 
championships have been Shane Yoder 
(twice), Jerry Bowersock and Gfeg Johnson. 


Mother Nature 
Claims Friday 
Show at MCM 


NASHVILLE, TN, April 1 -- 
The first weekly “Friday Night 
Thunder” race event of the 
season for the Music City 
Motorplex was cancelled due 
to rain. All tickets for the April 
1 event will be good for any 
weekly race program through- 
out the season. 


Don't Wind Up a Lap 
Down in the Race for 
the Latest News! Call 


(715) 682-6677 (M-F, 
9 am-5 pm) with Your 
MasterCard or VISA 
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to Thunderhill te 


STURGEON BAY, WI, 
“March 17 -- Thunderhill 
Speedway in Sturgeon Bay 
has officially announced the 
return of the Forest County 
Potawatomi Community as a 
“ major sponsor of the track for 
“the 2005 racing season. This 
will be the third straight year 
“that the Speedway and the 
Potawatomi Community will 

“partner together to bring a 

q a Strong ` racing pro- 
“gran on Saturday nights to 
~‘the Door-Coünty peninsula. 

"ahis is great news, not 
only for the track itself, but for 
our entire racing family here in 
Sturgeon Bay," said Thunder- 
hill promoter*Bryan "Woody" 
Wodack. "Their involvement 
allows us to do some things 
that'directly benefit the, race 
teams and thé-fans alike. 
They are such a big part of 
many forms of racing in the 
Midwest, and it truly is a great 
“‘honor-to have them back 
again." 

The Potawatomi Com- 
munity, including the Northern 
Lights Casino and Indian 
Springs Lodge in Carter, and 
Milwaukee Bingo and Casino 
in Milwaukee, are not only 
active in stock car racing in 
northeastern Wisconsin, but 
are also supporters of race 
teams in the CORR off-road 
truck-racing series and sever- 
al USSA snowmobile racers. 

Wodack has unveiled a 
new plan to provide a double 
payout night for the Speed- 
way's IMCA modified, stock 
car and hobby stock classes 
and street stock division dur- 
ing the season. The actual 
date of the increased purse 
night will be announced soon. 

The track will also establish 

‘a $10,000 point fund to be 
distributed at the 2005 awards 
banala Si to conclude the sea- 


a” "Weil bë racing from the 
Tana OF April into September, 
$0" we ‘know how big a com- 


mitment the race teams make 
to us," said Wodack. "The 


extra money we'll be able to 


pass on to them-is just one 
way we plan to say thanks for 
the support this season." 

Adult grandstand prices will 
remain as in 2004, but special 
nights will be announced 
where admission will be 
dropped. Wodack also indicat- 
ed plans to distribute coupons 
through the year to increase 
the opportunities for reduced 
admissions. Door prize give- 
aways will culminate with the 
awarding of a go-kart at the 
end of the season. 

The season will officially 
begin on Saturday night, April 
30. The three IMCA classes, 
along with street stocks, will 
be in competition each week, 
while alternating as a fifth 
class will be either the return- 
ing four-cylinders or a new 
division for this season, the 
Thunder Bombs - cars similar 
to the Chilton Challenger cars 
that currently run on Friday 
nights. at Chilton, reminding 
fans of Thunderhill's original 
bomber class that ran during 
the mid-1990s. 

The reguiar season will run 
through August 27 and will 
include two Wisconsin Dirt 
Late Model specials, a 
USMTS modified special, the 
annual Street Stock Slam, 
and a two-day Fall Special to 
end the season in September. 

"We're pretty excited about 
the season," Wodack conclud- 
ed. "We'll be unveiling a new 
line of Thunderhill clothing, 
we're looking at some addi- 
tional landscaping, and with 
the help of the Potawatomi 
members, we've built our 
strongest line-up of specials 
ever. It's going to be quite a 
season." 

The Potawatomi Thunder- 
hill Speedway is located at the 
John Miles Fair Park, located 
at the Fairgrounds in 
Sturgeon Bay. 


Chase for National Midget, 
-Focus DoY Resume After 
~Two-Month Hiatus 


MILWAUKEE, WI, March 31 -- After two months of inactitivity 

~~ the chase for the 2005 National Midget Driver of the Year cham- 

pionship resumed this past weekend, as events on Saturday at 

Shasta Raceway’ Park in Anderson, CA, and Colorado National 

Speedway in Erie, CO, on Sunday kicked off a stretch of 28 
straight weeks of midget auto racing in the United States. 

A record 227 events are scheduled in all midget-racing sanc- 

_ tioned series this year, the highest number since the award was 
started in 1999. 

The final points race for the 2005 DoY honors will be the 
Mopar Sprint and Midget Classic USAC-sanctioned event at 
the Orlando (FL) Speedworid on December 1-2. Although previ- 
ous DoY rules included only those events run from January 1- 
November 30 as counting towards the championship, and 
December events counting towards the next season’s stand- 
ings, this rule has been waived for the 2005 season. 

Previous champions include Jason Leffler (1999), Kasey 

_’ Kahne (2000), Tracy Hines (‘01), Aaron Fike (‘02, '03) and 
Bobby East (‘04). 

Also, as previously announced, the first-ever Driver of the 
Year program for Ford Focus-powered midgets has been start- 
ed, with 106 events scheduled nationally. 


BGN Driver Streeter 
to Run for ASL Title 


CHOWCHILLA, CA -- NASCAR Busch Series driver Jeff 
Streeter of Chowchilla has announced plans to pursue a title in 
the American Stockcar League, beginning with the series’ open- 
er at l-70 Speedway in Odessa, MO, on Saturday night, April 


O- regier jue copain in: 15 Dusch Series averts..tie-led the 


: CA series points, at age 17, in 1997 for a good part of that 
iai- but his team was forced to withdraw from the series 


a lack of sponsorship. 
DE Streeter finished 15th in NASCAR Winston West 


to make all of them," said team owner Steve 
jedrom pt father. "We've had a lot of practice time at 


Spiele ssa oada ad- a 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 


BAILEYS HARBOR, WI -- Total contin- 
gency awards for the Mid-American 
Stock Car Series, Inc., divisions have 
exceeded $400,000 as of Wednesday, 
March 30. 

The current total stands at $400,150 
for the Mid-American Stock Car Series, 
Americari StockCar League, Midwest 
AllStar Racing Series late models, Mid- 
Am Super Truck Series and Stock Car 
Classics League. The previous high for 
the combined divisions was $123,000 in 
2003. 

Many of the awards will be presented 
at the combined series banquet on 
Saturday, November 5, at the Leathem 
Smith Lodge in Sturgeon Bay. 

Mid-American Racing has announced 
a strong line-up of contingency sponsors 
and programs for its various racing divi- 
sions for 2005. 

Pace American Trailer has renewed its 

contingency program for the stock cars 
and super trucks, with race teams owning 
Pace American trailers qualifying for cash 
bonus awards. Trailer registration forms 
must be filed with Pace American 
through the Mid-Am Series office in order 
to be eligible. 

Competition Specialists of Menasha 
has announced an engine contingency 
program for the MARS late models, Mid- 
Am stock cars and super trucks, and the 
Classics League, paying drivers using 
Competition Specialists engines an 
rebuild certificate for feature wins. For 
more information on engine packages 
call (920) 725-9384; the company is 
located at 1342 Earl Street in Menasha. 

The 2005 Pat Schauer Memorial 
Rookie of the Year award in the ASL will 
include a cash bonus from Wisconsin 
Steel Industries, inc., of Milwaukee. WSI 
will also present certificates for blasted 
and powder-coated chassis to the sev- 
enth-place finishers in the final stock car, 
MARS and super truck series points. 

For the 11th straight season, 
Schoenfeld Headers will present awards 
to all rookie drivers in the Mid-Am and 
ASL divisions. Drivers must display a 
Schoenfeld Headers decal in order to win 
the awards. 

M/R Racing Equipment of Waldo has 
posted contingency awards for all five 
Mid-Am divisions. First-, third-, fifth-, sev- 
enth- and ninth-place finishers in the 
ASL, MARS, stock car and super truck 
points will all receive- certificates at the 


| “Potawatomi Returns Mid-Am Contingency Programs Total Over $400,000 


Mid-Am awards banquet on November 5; 
the champion in the Midwest Stock Car 
Classics division will also receive a cer- 
tificate.” 

Bassett Racing Wheels of Burlington 
will award certificates throughout the rac- 
ing season to MARS and ASL drivers, 
and Bassett will also award four powder- 
coated wheels at the combined series 
banquet. 

Stewart Warner Performance will 
award a five-gauge instrument panel to 
each champion and top rookie in the 
ASL, MARS, stock car and super truck 
series at the combined series banquet. 

CTF Chassis of Menomonie will award 
a new chassis to the 2005 Mid-Am Stock 
Car Series rookie of the year. CTF 
Chassis is owned by former Mid-Am 
Stock Car Series champion and current 
MARS star Rod Brewe. The business is 
located at E6596 County Road E, 
Menomonie; for additional information 
call (715) 308-3288. 

Wehrs Machine Racing Products of 
Bangor has announced a fast-qualifier 
bonus plan for the MARS schedule. A 
product certificate will be awarded to the 
fast qualifier at each of the 14 points 
races for the paved-track late model 
series. Wehrs is also fielding a MARS 
late model with Blake Horstman as its 
driver. 

‘Baker Engineering of Nunica, MI, has 
released a contingency program for the 
MARS late models, stock car and super 
truck series, and the Classic League, 
awarding shop credits for each feature 
win and to each division’s champion. 
Qualifying entrants must run a Baker 
Engineering decal on their cars. For more 
information about the Baker plan, call 
(616) 837-8975. 

PowerTrain Technology has 
announced a contingency plan for ASL 
race teams that will pay the fifth-place fin- 
isher in the final 2005 point standings a 
clutch assembly certificate and the fifth- 
place finisher in each race during the 
year a product certificate. An added 
bonus award will also been announced 
for the top overall finisher in the two ASL 
races to be held at Madison International 
Speedway in Oregon on June 18 and 
July 9. Phone (847) 458-2323 for more 
information about the company's prod- 
ucts. 

Howe Racing Enterprises. of 
Beaverton, MI, will award a chassis mid- 
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section to the 2005 ASL champ, and the 
fastest qualifier at each ASL race in 2005 


; will also receive a Howe Products certifi- 


cate. The chassis mid-section will be 
awarded at the series banquet in 
November. 

Coleman Racing Products of 
Menomonee, MI, has announced a con- 
tingency plan for the ASL worth $19,500. 
The awards are in the form of certificates 
redeemable for Coleman products pre- 
sented for feature wins and fast qualify- 
ing times to drivers using Coleman prod- 
ucts. For more details about the Coleman 
awards program, call (800) 221-1851, 
ext. 122. 

Coleman will also announce an awards 
program for the MARS late models, 
super trucks and stock cars in the near 
future. 

Richard Lofy of Performance 
Specialties Racing of Oregon has posted 
a contingency award for each fifth- and 
tenth-place finisher in the MARS series, 
beginning with the season opener on 
May 30 at I-70 Speedway in Odessa, 
MO. Each fifth- and tenth-place finisher 
will receive a certificate for a four-shock 
dyno test. Lofy also plans to announce 
additional awards shortly. For more infor- 
mation, call (608) 835-7415. 

Aluminum Racing Products will award 
one super truck racing body and one 
MARS late model body at the combined 
series banquet in Sturgeon Bay, in a 
drawing of all drivers competing in at 
least 75 percent of those series’ race 
events. For more information on ARP 
bodies, call (888) 245-1468. 

All Mid-Am member race teams are 
reminded to keep their front fenders open 
for sponsor decals and save the primary 
windshield spot for a series decal, desig- 
nated to insure competitors that they are 
eligible to win the awards. All contin- 
gency award winners must be series 
members. 

The complete rookie award program is 
expected to be worth up to $10,000 per 
division. 

Companies wishing to be represented 
with the over 600 drivers expected to 
compete in Mid-American events in 2005 
can call the series office at (920) 823- 
2856 for more information. A total of 71 
events are planned on paved tracks 
ranging from one eauaimaiiciats to one mile 
in length. 


AmsOil, WISSOTA Challenge Series 


SUPERIOR, WI, March 18 -- For the first time in the history of 
the AmsOil Late Model Series and the WISSOTA Tri-Star Late 
Model Challenge Series, the two dirt late model touring groups 
will combine forces and co-sanction during the first-ever 
Superior SpringFest, to be held at the Superior Speedway on 
Wednesday, May 25. 

The event will feature WISSOTA late model drivers from up 
to six states and Canada, as both series kick off their 2005 
campaigns. The AmsOil series will run six races throughout the 
season and will crown a champion in early September at 
Superior, while the Challenge Series will run 12 events and will 
crown its champion in late August in Rice Lake. 

Challenge Series and Superior Speedway promoter Chris 
Stepan expects upwards of 50 drivers to compete on the 
4/10th-mile clay oval. The event will see drivers draw for heat 
race starting positions and qualify for the feature via passing 
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Team Up for Superior SpringFest 


points. The top six drivers in passing points after the heat races 
are completed will redraw for a pole dash, which will determine 
the line-up for the front three rows of the 40-lap, $2,000-to-win 
feature. 

Drivers finishing seventh through 18th in passing points will 
be locked into the feature, and B-features will be run to bring 
the feature field to 24. The highest driver in 2004 AmsOil Series 
points that fails to qualify will then be added as a provisionai, as 
will the highest non-qualifying driver from the 2004 Challenge 
Series final points to complete the 26-car field. 

WISSOTA super stocks and Midwest modifieds will also be 
on the card. For more information on the Superior SpringFest, 
the Superior Speedway or the Challenge Series, call Stepan at 
(715) 497-8916. 
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Reshaped Seymour S 


SEYMOUR, WI, March 14 -- The 
N.E.W. Dirt organization is looking for- 
ward to starting a new chapter i in the his- 
tory of dirt track racing in Seymour. Gone 
is the Seymour Tri-Oval, while taking its 
place is the redesigned Seymour 
Speedway true oval, along with several 
new amenities. 

With the help of many area business- 
es, the Outagamie County Fair Board 
and countless volunteers, the track has 
been completely reconfigured into a more 
traditional oval shape. New clay, lights 
and retention fencing is set to be put in 
place as soon as the weather permits. 
The club is also working with numerous 
experts to ensure that the work done will 
provide a great racing venue for years to 
come. 

The 2005 schedule has been recently 
released, and of note is the fact that the 
start of the season has been set back 
slightly later than in past years, to May 
22. This decision was made to ensure 
adequate time to prepare the track cor- 
rectly and avoid early-season problems. 

Seymour Speedway will once again 
host WISSOTA late models, IMCA modi- 
fieds and stock cars, street stocks, and 
four-cylinders on a weekly basis. Also 
returning this year is the Tri-Track 
Challenge series for WISSOTA late mod- 
els, in partnership with the Langlade 
County Speedway and Shawano 
Speedway. 


OS Oe 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 


se Gearing Up for ‘05 


Seymour Speedway looks a lot different now that the reconfiguration is 
compete. The former tri-oval has been reshaped into a true oval for the 


2005 season and beyond. 
The Seymour Speedway will experi- 
menting with a new start time during the 
month of May, moving race time up one 
hour to 5 pm. Track officials will then 
gather feedback from fans, drivers and 
the track staff to determine whether this 


(Greg Haney photo) 
starting time will remain throughout the 
season. Division champions will be 
crowned on August 28 for all classes 
except late models, who will crown their 
champ s part of a season-ending special 
on September 4. 


Major ‘Contingency Program 
Announced at MIS = 


by John Wells E 
OREGON, WI, March 14 -- Madian manorial AiAi 
promcer pinya PARGA bes i 


sportsman. 
eaer e 
Contingency Connection program, supp 
national automotive and racing parts manufa rs. 
racers will receive awards directly from these man 

Drivers will be required to register for the continge 
gram in early April. Two divisions will be featured e 
on a rotating basis, with winning drivers receiving a certificate 
for every contingency sponsor decal they display on their'tace!) 
car or truck. Additionally, a bonus award of merchandise and 
certificates will go to one of MIS’s four divisional track champi- 
ons. A monthly “Weekend Warrior" bonus program will also be 
in effect. 

More information on these programs will be available soon, 
and questions should be directed to Steve Einhaus at <misein- 
haus@yahoo.com>. The 2005 racing season at Madison 
International Speedway begins on Sunday, May 1, and regular 
racing action returns to Friday nights in 2005 when the four 
weekly-divisions take to the track on Friday night, May 6. 


Finalized Classics Slate 
Brings Mid-Am Event 


Challenge Series to Maintain Local Focus 


with Ten-Race Schedule 


APPLETON, WI, March 22 
-- Since the 2001 season, the 
Wisconsin Challenge Series 
has maintained a series of 
events for paved-track super 
late model fans and partici- 
pants based on keeping costs 
in check. One of the founda- 
tions of the cost-cutting effort 
has been to limit travel dis- 
tance between events on the 
schedule. 

For 2005, the Series will 
present ten events at six 
Wisconsin ovals, with a maxi- 
mum travel distance between 
tracks of Jess than three 
hours. 

Two new venues - Wiscon- 
sin International Raceway in 
Kaukauna and Madison Inter- 
national Speedway in Oregon, 
both half-mile ovals - will host 
their first-ever WCS events in 
2005. The schedule also 
hosts traditional stops at 
Golden Sands Speedway, 
Dells Motor Speedway and 
Marshfield Super Speedway, 
with two events at each. 
Rounding out the schedule is 
a return to Jefferson Speed- 
way for the only Series event 
contested on a quarter-mile 


German Native Czabok to Run ASL Series 


track this season. 

The intended start of the 
season will be the traditional 
track and WCS opener. at 
Dells Motor Speedway on 
April 9, known as the “Dash 
for Cash 100.” The event will 
also feature a Bandit invita- 
tional for four-cylinder cars. 

The Series then moves to 
Jefferson Speedway on 
Saturday, April 23, marking 
the season opener for that 
track. 

May starts with the first- 
ever appearance by the 
Series at Madison, on Sunday 
afternoon, May 1. The Miller 
Lite 100 will open the season 
for the high-banked, half-mile 
paved oval, and in addition 
the Big-8 Series for limited 
late models will also make its 
MIS debut. 

Two weeks following that 
contest will be the long-await- 
ed arrival of the Series at 
WIR, on Sunday afternoon, 
May 15, dubbed the Bud- 
weiser Spring Classic pre- 
sented by WAPL. Included in 
the event will be a full pro- 
gram for Wisconsin Sport 
Trucks on the smaller quarter- 


mile track and a figure-8 con- 
test. This will mark the fourth 
consecutive date that WCS 
will be the season-opening 
show at the host track. 

The month concludes on 
Memorial Day Monday, May 
29, at the high-banked third- 
mile Golden Sands Speed- 
way, with the Memorial Day 
100. Also on schedule will be 
the Wisconsin Sport Trucks 
and school bus races. 

The Series’ single June 
contest will be on Tuesday 
night, June 21, at WIR. The 
event, the Factory Motor 
Parts/AC Delco All-Star 
Challenge, will be presented 
by RK Race Promotions, 
headed by Roy Kenseth and 
will feature NASCAR Nextel 
Cup champion Matt Kenseth, 
who will return to the track 
where he earned his first two 
super late model short-track 
championships, in 1994-95. 
The contest will also feature 
the highest payout in WCS 
history, with $5,000 going to 
the event winner and $500 to 
the last-place finisher. 

In July, Dells Motor Speed- 
way will host its traditional 


Total to 71 


BAILEYS HARBOR, WI -- A 
finalized schedule for the 
Midwest Stock Car Classics 
League brings the total num- 
ber of racing events planned 
by Mid-American Stock Car, Vehicles may be former 
inc., to 71 for the 2005 sea- USAC, NASCAR or ARCA 
son. cars or trucks, or they may be 

The Midwest Stock Car replica cars built on stock-stub 
Classics League is run jointly frames. Any racing tire ten 
with Midwest Council and inches or narrower may be 
IMCA Old Timers. The three used, and the suggested mini- 
events that will count towards mum weight is 3,200 pounds 
the 2005 Midwest Stock Car post-race with driver. Vintage 
Classics League title will held race car owners not wishing to 
on be Saturday night, June compete are encouraged to 
11, at LaCrosse Fairgrounds display their vehicies “at 
Speedway; Friday night, events. ~ a Tas 
August 5, at Madison For additional information, 
International Speedway in contact the series office at s 
Oregon; and Saturday after- (920) 823-2856. _- + aml 
noon, August 27, at The 


Mierendorf Looking 
Ahead to Busy Season 
with Classics, Mid-Am 


LAKE MILLS, Wi -- Veteran stock car driver Butch Mierendorf 
of Lake Mills is looking ahead to a very busy season. 

Mierendorf recently acquired the 2002 Mid-Am super truck, 
formerly driven by Jeff Steenbergen, who was the 2001 Mid- 
American Super Truck Series rookie of the year and won the 
Series title in ‘02, a season highlighted by a win at Road « 
America in Elkhart Lake. å 

Also in Mierendorf's racing stable will be a Bobby Allison-diiv- A 
en NASCAR Cup Series car, which will be run in the Stock Car. 
Classics League. Rounding out his racing plans for 2005 will be a 


Milwaukee Mile. 

The league is open to any 
1955 and newer steel-bodied 
car meeting Mid-Am Stock 
Car Series safety standards. 


WCS North American Cup 
100 on Saturday night, July 2. 
Two weeks later, on Saturday 
night, July 16, Marshfield 
Super Speedway will host its 
first WCS contest of the 2005 
season, partnered with two 
support classes, the four- 
cylinders and the one-man 
cruisers. The final event in 
July is the lone Friday night 
event on the schedule, on 
July 29, when Golden Sands 
Speedway hosts its final WCS 
event of 2005 - a 100-lap con- 
test, with Wisconsin Sport 
Trucks and two-man cruisers 
added as support divisions. 

The series will then take a 
six-week hiatus until the 
championship event is again 
held at Marshfield, on 
Saturday night, September 
10. The program will also fea- 
ture four-cylinders and one- 
man cruisers. A post-race 
championship celebration will 
be made on track following 
the contest. 

Additional Wisconsin Chal- 
lenge Series information can 
be obtained by calling (920) 
731-6804. 


ASHLAND, OH -- German native and 
current Ashland resident Matthias 
Czabok, who drove for Urbine 
Motorsports on the ASA national tour in 
2004, will switch to the new ASL series in 
2005 

Czabok will again drive Greg Urbine’s 
number 07 car, and the team plans to 
participate in all 2005 ASL events. 

“Greg just founded this new team in 
2004 and made all the investments, so 
we are just glad that with the new ASL 
series we have a place to run in 2005,” 
said Czabok. 


“We had a challenging first year,” 
noted Urbine. “With all that was going on 
within the (ASA) and Matthias never hav- 
ing driven a stock car or on ovals before, 
it was a wild ride for us, but we got better 
every time we went out there and actually 
finished out the season with a strong run 
in Atlanta, where we were running on the 
lead lap all night long and finally finished 
in 18th piace, just eight seconds behind 
the race winner.” 

The new team-and-driver combination 
finished 31st in car owner points and 
38th in driver points in its first full year of 


operation. 

“It has been a long winter with a lot of 
open questions,” stated Czabok. “l just 
cannot wait to get back in the car for the 
(ASL season opener) at Odessa (MO) on 
April 30.” 

“| think it will be an advantage to have 
the same group of people involved in our 
2005 ASL program,” Urbine added. “I am 


a strong believer in consistency, and by 


having the same team and driver in 2005 
we all know what to expect.” 


Veteran Stewart Headed to ASL 


FOUR OAKS, NC -- Veteran ASA National Tour driver Greg 
Stewart of Four Oaks has announced plans to compete in the 
newly-developed American Stockcar League, beginning at l-70 
Speedway in Odessa, MO, on Saturday night, April 30. 

"We will run as many as we can. We look forward to seeing 
the ASL get bigger and better every year," said team owner 
Wade Stewart. 

“We've basically been in the top 15 in (ASA) points for the 
last seven seasons. We've been to all the tracks on this year's 
schedue except I-94 (in Minnesota).” 

The season ends at Southern National Speedway in Kenly. 
The “Sweet Potato Nationals” will feature a 200-lap ASL race 
and a 150-lapper for straight-rail late models on the 4/10th-mile 
banked oval. 


Rookie to Compete in Spr 


Series with SS Racing - 


BAILEYS HARBOR, WI -- SS R 
that he 


some events in the Mid-American Stock Car Series. ag te coud 
"I've got two Mid-American cars. We may rent one of thasea 
out," Mierendorf said. "We're pretty excited about getting-a2 
super truck and a stock car classic." matgs? 
Mierendorf has been racing since the early 1960s. ‘and Fan 


DOUSMAN, WI -- The 
Badger Kart Club raffled off 59 
prizes on February 27 ina 
fund-raising effort to help 
Keith Tiffany, who is battling 
oral cancer. Tickets were sold 
at races and shows all over 
the country, and with the help 
of BKC racers just over 
$5,000 was raised 

Chuck Doenan of Daytona 
Beach, FL, won two of the big- 
ger prizes in the raffle - a 
2005 Margay Brava 4.4 chas- 
sis with a Briggs & Stratton 
Animal engine, and another 
Briggs Animal. Greg Walters 
of Indianapolis, IN, won a 
2005 Trick/Olimpic Panoz 
Chassis, and Jennifer Grenier 
of Illinois won a $500 cash 
prize donated by Ron’s 
Service from } , While 
long-time Badger Kart Club 
racer Jerry Smith of 


Milwaukee won a set of cut pi 
Gecker 


tires from 


many USAC stock car events before that group folded. ...«..>,¢s 


Keith Tiffany Fund 
Raises $5,000 


op a bo 
OO Wwww ce & 


of prizes was haded out. 
Tiffany has spent over three 
months in Germany having 
surgery and is now in the 
Bahamas undergoing treat- 
ments. He will soon be back 
home in Wisconsin for a few 
weeks before returning for 
more treatments, and he is 
currently showing some. 


progress. 

The Badger Kart Club wish- | 
es to extend its thanks to the 
various manufacturers, com- 
panies and businesses that 
donated prizes to make this . 

, as well as Bob Evens ` 
at <4cycle.com> and the 


-0 
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Season Opener Set at Kouba, Richert to Partner Up for ‘05 Sprint Campaign 


Cedar Lake Speedway 


NEW RICHMOND, Wi, March 

» WI, 16 -- Cedar Lake Speedwa 
will open its doors for its 47th season of racing on Friday and 
Saturday, April r9, 

The weekend will kick off on Thursday evening with a practice 
session from 6-9 pm; all classes of cars are welcome. On Friday 
raci features a full program for WISSOTA late models, 

, Super stocks, street stocks and Midwest modifieds, 
and on Saturday race fans will see another complete five-divi- 
sion program. 

Racing action begins each day at 5:15 pm with hot laps, and 
racing follows at 6. The pit gate will open at 2 pm, and for driv- 
ers the cut-off time will be at 5:30 each day. 

If the opener is not run as scheduled, Friday and Saturday, 
April 15-16, will serve as the opener, with Friday hosting a full 
five-division show, while Saturday’s action will see the first of six 
sprint car shows this year - the fourth annual Billy Anderson 
Memorial featuring WISSOTA 360 sprints. Late models, mods, 
supers and Mid-mods will also race that night. 

The track’s first-ever school bus race night is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 22. Area high schools will be given a bus to dec- 
orate and someone from the school will be picked to race it. All 
regular divisions except Mid-mods will also be racing. 

The third annual WISSOTA Cup will once again take place on 
Memorial Day weekend, May 27-28, with late models, mods, 
super stocks, Mid-mods, street stocks and IMCA sprint cars. 
The late models will run their heat races on Friday and features 
on Saturday; joining them on Friday will be the first-ever appear- 
ance here by IMCA sprints, with a full program for drivers from 
lowa, South Dakota and Minnesota participating. On Saturday 
the late models will return for semi-features and an $11,000-to- 
win feature. 

On Thursday through Saturday, June 16-18, the seventh 
annua! Masters weekend will feature a new look, with the inclu- 
sion of three sanctioning bodies new to the race, and two of 
those new to CLS. Thursday's action will consist of a complete 
show for mods, supers, Mid-mods and street stocks along with 
practice for late modéls and sprints. On Friday the IRA sprint 
cars will join the Masters for the first time for the first of two 
appearances, and also for the first time at CLS the World Dirt 
Racing League and NARA DirtCar Series will co-sanction the 
late model portion of the event, which will include two complete 
shows. The complete race format and purse will be announced 
at a later date. 2 

On Saturday, July 2, CLS will present the area’s biggest fire- 
works display and a full show of late models, super stocks, Mid- 
mods and street stocks. = 

The World of Outlaws will make their annual visit to Cedar 
Lake on Monday, July 4, with modifieds making this an all-open- 
wheel evening. 

The 18th annual USA Nationals takes to the track on 

-Saturday, August 4-6. For the first time, the event will 

sanctioned by the World of Outlaws Late Model Series. The 

big weekend starts off Thursday with a full show of mods, 

-Mid-mods and streeters, along with late model practice. 

Time trials, heat races and dashes for the WoO late models will 
lake"place 


lace on Friday, along with a full show for WISSOTA late 
models. Saturday’s finale will include semi-features and the 
;000-to-win feature for the WoO portion of the show, while 

ISSOTA late models will run another complete show. 

The fourth annual IRA-NOSA-Knoxville 410 Challenge on 
Saturday, September 10, will bring together two different sprint 
car sanctioning bodies plus drivers from Knoxville (IA) 
Raceway. The night will also serve as the fifth annual Jerry 
Richert Memorial. Midwest modifieds will also race that evening. 

The 20th annual WISSOTA 100 returns to CLS for the 17th 
year in a row September 14-17. Wednesday will feature a com- 
plete program for street stocks and Mid-mods; Thursday will see 
late models and modifieds compete in heat races; Friday action 
will include heat races for super stocks as well as C- and B-fea- 
tures for theelates and mods; and Saturday will feature C- and 
B-features for supers and-late model, modified and super stock 
main events." = 

On Saturday afternoon, September 24, CLS will bring the cur- 
tain down on the year with its first $20,000-to-win enduro race. 
The highest-paying enduro in the country will start at 1 pm»and 
run for 200 laps or two hours, whichever comes first. The first 
150 entries received will start the race, which is open to most 
four-cylinder.cars,. - 

(Cedar Lake’s schedule will also include kids’ nights and a fan 
appreciation night. Call toll-free at (866) 4-CLS-FUN or (612) 
363-0479. for-more information on the 2005 schedule, enduro 
rules, or to order advance tickets to the‘Masters, USA Nationals 
on WISSOTA 100. 


AmsOil LM Series 
Schedule Set 


by Jerry O’Brien 5 

SUPERIOR, WI -- AmsOil Late Model Series officials have 
set the series’ 2005 schedule, which will consist of the tradition- 
al six races at four Upper Midwest venues. A $14,000 point fund 
will pay the top 15 finishers, with the champion receiving $5,000 
and a years supply of AmsOil products. 

The 2005 edition of the WISSOTA late model-based series 
will feature two changes. The first of the six events scheduled, 
at the St Speedway on May 25, will coincide with the 
WISSOTA Challenge Series. The other new wrinkle will occur 
with the series’ fourth race, at the Proctor (MN) Speedway on 
July 31; instead of the traditional 40- or 50-lap main event, there 
will be twin-25-lap features paying $1,500 to win each. 

The series’ opener at Superior will followed events at the 
Hibbing (MN) Raceway on June 7, the ABC Raceway in 
Ashland on July 29 and the show at Proctor. The final two 
events will be at Hibbing, as part of that track’s traditional Labor 

Shootout, and at Superior as part of the Speedway’s sea- 


80 race teams competed in at least one event 
Y J with Darrell Nelson of Hermantown, MN, 
ne title. Other former series champions expected to 
comp nclude three-time champ Steve Laursen of 
Cumberland, Brady Smith of Solon Springs, and Joel 
Cryderman 


of Thunder Bay, ONT. 


LINO LAKES, MN, March 17 -- Two of 
the biggest names in 360 sprint car rac- 
ing in the Upper Midwest will join forces 
in 2005 in an all-out outlaw 410 sprint 
racing effort. 

Joe Kouba has announced that he and 
Jerry Richert, Jr., have formed a partner- 
ship that will see Kouba’s number 55 
compete in over a dozen events in ‘05, 
focusing mainly on IRA-sanctioned 
events near their home area. 

"I've had a lot of different drivers in my 
cars over the years, including ‘Sonny’ 
(Richert), and I've had a lot of ‘em wreck 
my cars, but I've learned a lot by watch- 
ing,” stated a very upbeat and confident 
Kouba. “Over the years Jerry and | have 
also formed a very good friendship, and 
we've helped each other a lot over the 
past few years try to develop our own 
410 programs. Jerry's had some suc- 
cess, and | feel we have had some hit- 
and-miss success as well, but for myself, 
it's not been where | wanted it to be. 

“With Goerge Sibert retiring this year, it 
left Jerry in kind of limbo with his 410 
deal. We talked about it and, knowing 
that we both still want to run our 360s 
from time to time, we felt that it was time 
to pool our resources and do this right. 

"I've had a very good career in the 
360s, but these 410s are a lot harder on 


of fun driving them, and the challenge is 
certainly there, but teaming up with Jerry 
means we can do things more effectively 
and still have some fun together. He's still 
got a lot of winning laps left under his 
belt, and I'd like to think | still have a few 
myself." 

The team has purchased a brand new 
chassis, and the combined resources 
mean that not only will the two share a 
combined level of expertise that has visit- 


with the effort.” 


The team's 410 schedule kicks off on 
Memorial Day weekend, when the IRA 
visits Echo Valley Speedway in West 
Union, IA. From there the team will travel 
to Huset’s Speedway in South Dakota, 
where Jerry won the track championship 
in 1987, then to compete at Cedar Lake 
Speedway as part of "The Masters." 


Joe Kouba and Jerry Richert, Jr., have formed a team in an effort to expand 
thier 410 sprint racing programs in 2005. 


ed victory lane more than a hundred 
times, but also that the team will pull 
together their respective sponsorships. "I 
am very happy to say that all of my spon- 
sors are back on board for 2005,” noted 
Kouba, “but now Jerry's long-standing 
me than a lot may think. | still have a lot’ (sponsor) relationship ... really makes 
this a whole deal. He also has a few 
other of his sponsors coming on board 


(Tom Kloskey photo) 


weekend. Trips to Superior, WI, and Deer 
Creek Speedway will highlight Kouba's 
turn behind the wheel. 

Richert will shoe the car when the 
team returns to Cedar Lake on July 4, 
and then again at Jackson and Princeton. 
Richert will return to Knoxville when the 
IRA competes there on July 22-23, and 
the team will run a stint at Wisconsin’s 
Red Cedar Speedway and again at 
Superior before the stint culminates with 
the Jerry Richert, Sr., Memorial at Cedar 
Lake. "Being able to help (Richert) con- 
tinue racing at his dad's race means so 
much," Kouba related. "We want to time 
it so that the engine is still pretty fresh 
and nothing is too tired on the car when 
we get there.” 


Meulemans Fools ‘em All in 141 Enduro 


FRANCIS CREEK, WI, April 2 -- Jason Meulemans of 
Appleton survived the 300-lap compact car enduro race 
Saturday afternoon at 141 Speedway. 

Meulemans started on the pole and spent the first 20 laps 
battling Todd Hebel and Jim Brooks for the lead. However, on 
lap 21 incidental contact with a lapped car sent Meulemans to 
fifth place and handed the iead to Brooks, who led until David 
Beyer came to the front on lap 39. 

Beyer led through the first mandatory caution period, with 
Brooks and Todd Welsing right behind, until lap 121, when 
Brooks again grabbed the top spot. Beyer's luck worsened on 
lap 149 when he was tea up in three-car crash that spun 

im and dropped him to third. 
pet lap 171 leader Brooks suddenly lost power and rolled off 
to the pits, putting Welsing in the lead and moving Beyer back 
to second. By the time the second mandatory caution came at 
lap 200 Beyer had passed Welsing for the lead, but when the 
green flag dropped again eee bates lle a 

ling away. Then, ten laps later, he suddenly suffered a 
paS failure and dropped back in the field, putting Beyer 
out front again. 

Two pe later Meulemans powered to the front and began to 
run away ah Je are iE is by rpn a aas lap ` peg 
Near the end of the contest Beyer made a charge ana got to 
within six seconds of the leader but ran out of laps. 


TURTLE LAKE, WI, March 
12 -- Kopellah Speedway held 
its annual awards banquet on 
Saturday, March 12, in the 
Event Center at the St. Croix 
Casino in Turtle Lake. More 
than 200 people were in 
attendance to honor the 
track’s top drivers of the 2004 
race season. 

After the social hour and 
buffet style dinner, Marguerite 
Lindblom emceed the event. 
First, all drivers in attendance 
but not finishing in the top five 
in 2004 points were called to 
the stage for recognition, and 
each received a plaque. 

Next, the Speedway’s 2004 


Trophies, Awards Handed Out to Kopellah Stars 


Jason Meulemans was the first of 76 cars to complete 
the 300-lap 141 Speedway compact car enduro race 


Saturday. (submitted photo) 


Frank Calabrese came on at the end to finish second and 
secure the series points lead. Mike Graziano came home fourth 
just ahead of Welsing, who managed to correct his mechanical 
difficulty. 


rookies of the year were hon- 
ored. They were Amanda 
Merrill (mini-stocks), Dustin 
Sheuer (pure stocks), John 
Remington (WISSOTA 
Midwest modifieds), Jeff 
Heintz (WISSOTA street 
stocks), Mike Loomis (WIS- 
SOTA super stocks) and 
Mitch Ford (WISSOTA modi- 
fieds). 

By a vote from the track’s 
drivers, the Hard Luck Award 
went to Rod Jacobson, and 
the Sportsman of the Year 
award went to Dustin Smith. 

Following the first set of 
award presentations, 
Lindblom then called up the 
top five in final 2004 points in 
each division for recognition 
and trophy presentation. 


Dan Smith earned top hon- 
ors in the mini-stock division 
followed by Joe Merrill, 
Harvey Fjorden, Dan Murray 
and Bob Brown. 

The pure stock champion 
was Travis Norlund. Dave 
Saltau finished second ahead 
of David Merrill, while Glen 
Dennis and Nathan Fisk tied 
for fourth in the final stand- 
ings. 

WISSOTA’s national street 
stock champion, Dan 
Gullikson, also claimed the 
point title at Kopellah in 2004. 
Brothers Roger and Doug 
Fisk finished second and 
third, respectively, while 
Chanda Fjorden-Nord and 
Heintz rounded out the top 
five. 


Remington, the 2004 WIS- 
SOTA Mid-mod rookie of the 
year, also earned the track’s 
points: title. Tim Siercks, Jim 
Schweitzer, Jason Gross and 
Justin Schill filled out the 
other top-five slots. 

Greg Alling and Loomis fin- 
ished tied for the point cham- 
pionship at Kopellah and were 
honored as co-champoins. 
Tony Gates was third followed 
by Jeremy Gross and 
Remington. Only 76 points 


Pineapple Cake is Good Upside Do 


Racers Aren't...Get the Facts About the HANS Head & Neck Sup 


LORNA FOLK-Midwest Deal fps 


632 Adams St., Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 
Home: 920-563-9471 Cell: 920-650-0018 E-Mail: <glafolk@chart 


separated first through fifth in 
super stock points. 

Jason Gross was the top 
gun in the modified division at 
the Speedway in 2004, fol- 
lowed by Jason Schill, Shawn 
Kreyer, Tim Siercks and Reid 


Taggart. 
The next action for 
Kopellah’s quarter-mile 


speedway will be its 2005 
season opener on Friday, 
April 8, at 7 pm 


— 
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Without Crew Chief, 
Harvick Rallies to Win at Bristol- 


from NASCAR.com 

BRISTOL, TN, April 3 -- 
Kevin Harvick pulled his team 
out from an embarrassing 
cheating scandal by taking his 
Richard Childress Racing 
NASCAR Nextel Cup team 
back to Victory Lane. Harvick 
scored his first victory since 
2003 on Sunday, winning the 
Food City 500 at Bristol Motor 
Speedway despite a stack of 
obstacles against him. 

His crew chief, Todd 
Berrier, was stuck at home 
serving a four-race suspen- 
sion for cheating last month in 
Las Vegas. His car owner, 
Childress, spent most of the 
weekend complaining about 
the penalties against his team 
and driver. And when the 
crew uncovered his race car 
nours before the race, they 
found a puddle of ieaking 
power steering fluid. The team 
had to fix it, and the unap- 
proved repairs forced them to 
Start last in the 43-car field. 
But with Childress back on the 
pit box for the first time since 
2001, filling in for Berrier and 
calmly coaching Harvick, the 
brash young driver stayed 
caim during a tense, wreck- 
filled race 

Harvick took the lead with 
66 laps to go, pulled away 
from the pack and easily beat 
polesitter Elliott Sadler to the 
finish line. It was Harvick's 
first victory since he won at 
Indianapolis in August 2003, 
and it was RCR's first win at 
Bristol since the tate Dale 
Earnhardt brashly bumped 
Terry Labonte out of the way 
here on the final lap in 1999 

The race was stopped for 
almost 14 minutes with 167 
laps to go when Bobby 


The “big 0 one” at Bristol Sunday occured on len 332 and 
involved 11 cars, including Bobby Labonte (18), Rusty 
Wallace (2), Bobby Hamilton, Jr. (32), Ricky Rudd (21), 
Jamie McMurray (42), Sterling Marlin (40), Kasey Kahne 
(9) and Michael Waltrip (15). 
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Wheldon Leads AG 


Andretti claims first career win — 


ST. PETERSBURG, FL, April 3 -- Dan 


third and fourth, respectively, to complete 
Andretti Green Racing’s sweep of the top four 
iti 


Wheldon took over the Series points lead 


with the win and leads Kanaan by 24 heading 
into the Indy Japan 300 on April 30 at Twin 


first career IRL Menards infiniti Pro Series vic- 


AGR Sweep at St. Pete 


tory by winning in his first start, the-Menards 
Infiniti Pro Series Grand Prix of § 


Andretti, the e 18-year-old son of hath ro 


Sra bBo Andretti, 
advantage papa el ge te 
Cnninghsfg on Spit Aen oe 

ie sone pone ye event, a 18 


The next Pro Series r is the Futa 
Freedom 100 on neyo a 
a E 


1-10: Marco Andretti, Wade Gifaritagtiadlc Nibk 
Busseli, Al Unser, Arie ee Pl. 
Chesson, Chris Festa, Marty Roth, Jay Drake. -~ 

11-13: Jon Herb, Jeff Simmons, Jaime Camara... 


pry 
=i 13 


Alonso Invincible, Renault Goes Three- 
for-Three in Bahrain F1 Go 


Kevin Harvick smokes ‘em for the turn 1 fans after his 
come-from-the-back victory in the Food City 500 at 


Bristol Motor Speedway Sunday. 


the back of Ken Schrader, 
starting a 14-car pile-up. The 
crash collected many of the 
favorites, including Kurt 
Busch, who was looking for 
his fourth straight victory here. 
RESULTS 
1-10: Kevin Harvick, Elliott 
Sadier, Tony Stewart, Dale 
Eamhardt, Jr., Dale Jarrett, Jimmie 
Johnson, Travis Kvapil, Kyie Petty, 
Greg Biffle. Scott Riggs. 
11-20: Sterling Marlin, Brian 


(Don Norman photos) 


Kahne, Jeff Gordon, Matt Kenseth, 
Jeremy Mayfield. Terry Labonte, 
Michael Waltrip, Dave Blaney. 

21-30: Jimmy Spencer, Bobby 
Labonte, Ken Schrader, Jamie 
McMurray, Ricky Rudd, Carl 
Edwards. Scott Wimmer, Kyle 
Busch, Jeff Green, Ryan Newman. 

31-40: Mark Martin, Hermie 
Sadler, Joe Nemechek,Mike 
Wallace, Kurt Busch, Jeff Burton, 
Mike Bliss, Jason Leffler, Bobby 
Hamilton, Jr., Shane Hmiel. 

41-43: Stanton Barrett, Cari Long, 


Hamilton, Jr., slammed into 


Vickers, Rusty Wallace, Kasey 


Casey Mears. 


Harvick Edges Burton to Complete Bristol Sweep 


from NASCAR.com 

BRISTOL, TN, April 4 -- Kevin Harvick com- 
pleted a Bristol Motor Speedway sweep on 
Monday by holding off teammate Jeff Burton in 
overtime to win the rescheduled NASCAR 
Busch Series race. 

Harvick, who snapped a 55-race winless 
streak Sunday with a victory in the NASCAR 
Nextel Cup race, beat Burton by 0.159 sec- 
onds to win the Sharpie Professional 250. The 
race was rescheduled after rain washed it out 
on Saturday. 

Harvick became the second driver this sea- 
son to complete a weekend sweep. Carl 
Edwards did it at Atlanta two weeks ago, win- 
ning both the Busch and Nextel Cup events in 
back-to-back days. 

Harvick came from the back of the field - just 
as he did Sunday - because qualifying was 
rained out and the field was set by car owner 
points. And this race also was wreck-filled, with 
a track-record 14 cautions for 102 of the 250 
laps. There also were three race stoppages 
and a green-white-checkered two-lap overtime 
to decide the winner. 


The final caution and red flag came out two 
laps from the finish when Dale Jarrett slowed 
to avoid an accident, then was hit from behind 
by Shane Hmiel. The caution extended the 
race after a green-white-checkered restart, but 
Harvick quickly was able to distance himself 
from Burton. 

The win is Harvick's first in the series this 
season, and the fourth of his career at the 
0.533-mile high-banked track. 

Rookie Reed Sorenson, who earned his first 
series win a week ago, finished third, followed 
by Matt Kenseth and Sterling Marlin. 

RESULTS 

1-10: Kevin Harvick, Jeff Burton, Reed Sorenson, 
Matt Kenseth, Sterling Marlin, Jeremy Mayfield, Cari 
Edwards, Ashton Lewis, Denny Hamlin, Greg Biffle. 

11-20: Jon Wood, Shane Hmiel, Clint Bowyer, Kenny 
Wallace, David Green, Stacy Compton, Tony Raines, 
Johnny Sauter, Jason Keller, Jeff Green. 

21-30: J.J. Yeley, Paul Menard, Mark Green, Steve 
Grissom, Tim Fedewa, Kertus Davis, Randy LaJoie, 
Biake Feese, Geoffrey Bodine, Dale Jarrett. 

31-40: Martin Truex, Jr., Michel Jourdain, Jr., Ryan 
Hemphill, Mike Wallace, Tyler Walker, Brent Sherman, 
Stanton Barrett, David Stremme, Shawna Robinson, 
Justin Labonte 

41-43: Joe Nemechek, Michael Waltrip, Derrike Cope. 


Neal Notches First Career Deery Victory 


WEBSTER CITY, IA, April 2 
-~ Terry Neal notched the first 
IMCA Deery Brothers Sum- 
mer Series victory of his 
career Saturday evening at 
Hamilton County Speedway. 

Neal, from Ely, got the front 
spot back from defending 
champion Rob Toland early 
nd led to the finish of the 40- 
apper for late models 

jeal will take the early 
=ries points lead to the April 

how at 34 Raceway in 
est Burlington. 

Toland started outside Neal 


a 


front of the 26-car field for a 
handful of laps before giving 
up the point. Toland ended up 
second ahead of Lonnie 
Bailey, Brenton Slocum and 
Jeremiah Hurst. Slocum 
dueled with Karhoff in the top 
five much of the way before 
Karhoff pulled off following a 
lap 32 caution. 

Darin Duffy improved eight 
spots to finish eighth, while 
Series rookie Lorin Johnson 
moved up ten places to end 
the night in 13th. Forty-nine 
cars checked in, the most for 


the front row and ran in 


| schedules, etc. 


National Speedway Directory | 


Completaly updated for 2005. The most complete 
directory available with the listing of the 
1086 oval tracks, 337 dragstrips and 91 road courses 
that operate in the United States and Canada. 
Data includes nights of operation, exact directions, 
phone numbers, addresses, the size and surface of 
each track, types of cars, sanctioning info, 
Send $13.00 (includes poh 
NATIONAL SPEEDWAY DIRECTORY 


P.O. Box 448, Comstock Park, MI 49321-0448 
| __YOU CAN DEPEND ON THE NATIONAL SPEEDWAY DIRECTORY 


_any of the 23 Series events 


held at Webster City dating 
back to 1987. 
RESULTS 

IMCA LATE MODELS 

Feature: 1-10: Terry Neal, Ely; 
Rob Toland, Hillsdale, IL; Lonnie 
Bailey, Quincy, IL; Brenton Stocum, 
Burlington; Jeremiah Hurst, 
Dubuque; Jay Johnson, Burlington; 
Greg Kastli, Waterloo; Darin Duffy, 
Hazleton; Boone McLaughlin, 
Mediapolis; Darrel DeFrance, 
Marshalltown 

11-20: Kevin Blum, Coiona, IL; 
Barry Sorensen, Avoca; Lorin 
Johnson, Miiler, SD; Terry 
Schlipman, Mendon, IL; Mike Smith, 
Jewell; Todd Cooney, Des Moines; 
Tom Darbyshire, Morning Sun; Bob 
Moore. Sioux City; Johnny Johnson, 
West Burlington; Greg Eliott, 
Webster City 

21-26: Mike Karhoff, Quincy, IL; 
Ryan Griffith, Webster City; Darren 
Ackerman, Readlyn; Dean Wagner 
il, Waterloo; Jeff Aikey, Cedar Falls: 
Jon Merfeld, Peosta. 

Heat 1: Moore; Bailey; DeFrance. 

Heat 2: Karhoff; Neal; Kastli. 

Heat 3: Blum; Ackerman; 


Heat 4: Toland; Slocum; Jay 
Johnson, 


Heat 5: Hurst; McLaughlin; 
Wagner. 
B-Main 1: ; Elliott; Griffith 


B-Main 2: Smith; Schlipman; 
Johnny Johnson. 


SAHKIR, Bahrain, April 3 -- 
A second consecutive victory, 
and title challengers Michael 
Schumacher and Giancarlo 
Fisichella failing to finish, 
made the Bahrain Grand Prix 
a perfect race for Fernando 
Alonso and Renault as they 
further extended their world 
championship leads Sunday. 

From the start the Spaniard 
Alonso made no mistakes, 
although Schumacher 
remained close to him for the 
first 11 laps. But on lap 12 
Schumacher plunged wide in 
turn 10 and then pulled into 
the pits, retiring with a 
hydraulic problem that affect- 
ed his gearshifting. it was the 
champion's first mechanical 
retirement in the past 58 
races, and it left Alonso 
unchallenged on his way to 
the third win of his career. 

Jarno Trulli finished a 
strong second, 13.409 sec- 
onds back, third place fell to 
Kimi Raikkonen, who chal- 


lenged all afternoon, and Ralf 
Schumacher completed an 
reins ety race by taking 


Formula One career. Standing 
in for the injured Juan Pablo 
Montoya, the Spaniard 
charged after Jenson Button 
and Rubens Barrichello, who 
had sprinted up to midpack. 
Barrichello blocked de la 
Rosa for several laps until the 
substitute finally made a move 
stick in the final corner on lap 
41. The Spaniard then closed 
on Mark Webber, and the two 
cicled the course literally nose 
to rear wing. It was not until 
de la Rosa got a better exit 
from a corner and pulled 
alongside on lap 55 of 57 laps 
that he was able to make the 

Jacques Villeneuve was in 
contention for the final point 
but was pushed into a spin by . 


David Coulthard on-lap 54, 
retiring to the pits with rear 
suspension damage. 

The race was run in swel- 
tering conditions, and the 
result extends Alonso’s title 
lead over Trulli, 26-16. 
Fisichella is third. Michael 
Schumacher'’s title prospects 
took a huge hit, as the cham- 
pion trails Alonso by 24 
points. In the constructors’ 
stakes, Renault leads Toyota, 
36-25, with McLaren third. 
Ferrari is sixth with a moun- 
tain to climb. 

TS 


RESUL 

1-10: Fernando Alonso, Jarno 
Trulli, Kimi Rāikkōnen, Ralf 
Schumacher, Pedro de la Rosa, 
Mark Webber, Massa, David 
Coulthard, Rubens. Barscpalic, 
Tiago Monteiro. 

11-20: Jacques Villenuve, 
Patrick Friesacher, Albers, 
Jenson Button, Takuma Sato, Nick 
Heidfeld, Michael Schumacher, 
Giancarlo - Fisichella, Narain 


Blount Conquers Nashville Concrete 


NASHVILLE, TN, March 26 
— Chad Blount held off a hard- 
charging Joey Miller Saturday 
afternoon at Nashville 
Superspeedway to win the 
PFG Lester 150. 

It was Blount's fifth career 
ARCA Re/Max Series victory 
in his 31st attempt. 

Blount led the final 36 cir- 
cuits and survived two late- 
race cautions, one of which 
extended the race six laps 
beyond the required amount. 

With Mario Gosselin and 
Miller lined up ditectly behind 
Blount for the final restart with 
one lap remaining, Miller shot 
to the outside of Gosselin for 
second and caught Blount in 
turn 3. Miller, who battled 
back from a late-race penalty 
that sent him to the tail, got 
within inches of the eventual 
winner but could not find a 
way around before the check- 
ered flag waved and settled 
for second, .183 seconds 
back, with Gosselin trailing in 
third. 

Chevy White, in only his 
third Series start, finished a 
career-best fourth. and 
Brandon Knupp, whose 
respectable run included and 
engine swap that kept the 
team from practicing the day 
before, finished fifth. 

Erin Crocker, in her career- 
first Series start, won the pole 
and led the first 28 laps before 
Frank Kimmel made a pass 
for the lead. However, Miller 
soon steered his machine 
around the six-time Series 
champion and led the next six 
laps before, under caution, 
most of the frontrunners made 
their way onto pit road for 


Chad Blount threads his way thru traffic to win his first 
ARCA RE/MAX Series event of the 2005 season at 


Nashville. 


Kyle Krisiloff collects a tire from Erin Crocker's pit stop. 
(John Tucker/HSP photos) 


Jarrett, Don St. Denis. 
11-20: Josh Clemons, Erin 


Then Ken Weaver and rookie 
Chad Martin took turns up 
front before Blount took con- 
trol for good on lap 84 of the 
119-lap race. 

In all, there were seven 
cautions that slowed the 150- 
mile race for 41 laps. There 
were no 

The Series stops next at 
Salem (IN) Speedway on 

afternoon, April 24. 


_ 1-10: Chad Blount, Joey Miller 
Mario Gosselin, Chevy White, 
Brandon Knupp, Ken Weaver, Frank 
Kimmel, Zach Chappell, Jason 


Crocker, Kyle Krisiloff, Robert 
, Sam 


. Frank 
Kapfhammer, Mark Gibson, Joe 
ing, Howard 
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- advice and bought a seller's table at the 
recent Chicagoland Auto Racing 

_ Memorabilia Show. 
Although we had been to many 
such shows, it was our first experience 


would not buy. A complete aeina hepa fi 
PORE Aoroa Scene magazine, which we Goes wes 


Š 
3 
a 


e last o - at one-fifth our original asking price. 
Throughout the show, very few expressed even an interest in 
lection. Circle Track magazine received only slightly 


surprise was in the old racing programs. We 
aha pak in the garbage; instead they would 
be d most profitable seller. Hats and t-shirts went 
' but that was a no-brainer - we practically gave them 


THEE 
HH 


the other tables, the dominating item of the show seemed 
model cars. They were at almost every display, color- 
l desirable. Only the thought of, “Itil break when you're 
moving,” kept our hand away from our wallet. There was also 
plenty of photographs available, both recent and vintage. 
: Even if you bought nothing, the show was well worth the 
inexpensive admission price just for the celebrity gazing. Bay 
Darnell, Larry Middleton and Sal Tovella were just a few of the 
many walking around. We felt like talking to Tovella, but how 
can you approach a man that gave A.J. Foyt the finger? 
Perhaps We Were Wrong, or, Eating Crow Department (part 
one): A pleasantly inebriated friend called recently to inquire 
about the side windows on NASCAR racers. Why the net? Why 
is the other side open or not open, etc.? After answering we 
asked: why the questions? It seems the friend and another tav- 
em devotee had spent their Sunday afternoon at a Chicago- 
area South Side bar and had watched a NASCAR Cup race in 
its entirety. Both had enjoyed the race. No one had changed 
the channel. No one had cried out, “C’mon, get this garbage off 
| the TV!” This is a marked change from what we've observed in 


2s 
aoe 


_| the 


A past gea : 
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in Wild WDRL Opener 


by Tom Lathen 

GREENWOOD, NE, April 2 -- Kelly Boen fought off the chal- 
lenges of Brian Birkhofer at l-80 Speedway Saturday night to 
win the Spring Spectacular 40 World Dirt Racing League Late 
Model Series-sanctioned event. 

Boen's win in the 2005 WDRL lid-lifter made his more than 
1,000-mile round trip worthwhile, as it netted the Henderson, 
CO, driver a $5,000 payday. Earlier in the evening, Boen had 
won both his qualifying race and the pole dash. 

Boen's chances for victory were nearly derailed on the open- 
ing circuit when he momentarily got sideways, pinching Brian 
Harris and defending WDRL champion Brady Smith into the 
inside guardrail as they attempted desperately to stop. Boen 
righted his car, but the impact between Harris and Smith sent 
Smith to the infield for the night with front suspension damage. 

When racing resumed Boen again darted to the advantage, 
with Denny Eckrich racing into second. On the following circuit 
Eckrich powered into the top spot, but two laps later Boen 
retook the advantage. 

On lap 17 Birkhofer got underneath Sonny Findling to grab 
third, and a dozen circuits later he outran Eckrich to take sec- 
ond. Birkhofer then began to chip away at Boen's advantage, 
and the pair ran side by side with a pair of laps to go. Birkhofer 
nosed to the point as the white flag flew, but early in the final 
circuit Boen roared back into the lead and held on by less than 
a car-length at the line. 

Denny Eckrich held off a fast-finishing John Anderson, who 
started 20th, for third, with Dave Eckrich rounding out the top 
five. 

RESULTS 
CO: Chris Spieker, Massena, 1A; 
Billy Murphy, Lincoln, NE. 

Consolation 1: Justin Fegers; 
Mound, MN; Mike Wallace, Carter 
Lake, IA; Mark Wyman, Papillion. 

Consolation 2: John Anderson, 
Omaha; Foss; John Vandenberg, 
Oskaloosa, IA 

Dash: Boen; Brady Smith; Harris. 

Feature: Boen; Brian Birkhofer. 
Muscatine, 1A; Denny Eckrich; 
Anderson; Dave Eckrich, Delbert 
Smith; Vandenberg; Joe Kosiski, 
Omaha; Kyle Berck, Marquette, 
Sonny Findling, Kirksville, MO. 


WDRL LATE MODELS 

Heat 1: Denny Eckrich, Tiffin, IA; 
Delbert Smith, Wichita, KS; Darren 
Miller, Chadwick, IL. 

Heat 2: Tommy Elston, Keokuk, 
IA; Craig Preble, Yutan; Keith Foss, 
Winona, MN. 

Heat 3: Brian Harris, Davenport, 
IA; Brad Seng, Grand Forks, ND; 
Gary Dechant, North Glenn, co. 

Heat 4: Brady Smith, Solon 
Springs, WI; Dave Eckrich, 
Cosgrove, 1A; Pat Doar. New 
Richmond, Wi 


Heat 5: Kelly Boen, Henderson, 


‘Downs Holds Line on Ticket Prices 


CEDAR RAPIDS, IA, March 21 -- Hawkeye Downs Speedway 
general manager Jim Amstutz has announced there will be no 
increase in grandstand ticket prices for weekly racing at the 
paved lowa track this year. Amstutz also announced that pit 
pass prices have been reduced for weekly events and specials, 
and no licenses are needed. Special event ticket prices also 
remain the same. 

Weekly racing at Hawkeye Downs begins Friday, April 29. 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 
stalgia 


station had carried NASCAR broadcasts in the 

1 ı the area. We 

never been able to pick up either station at home. The new sta 
icago’s country music station; the Sun-Times columnist 

breaking this news claimed that a Venn diagram of coun 

Hae fans and auto racing fans would have much overlapping 

e “read up” about Venn diagrams and still don’t know what 
ra shake a we ee understood that the distinguished 

ound an in ing i 
a hillbilly sport ectual way of saying that auto racing is 

The deal also includes a daily update on the scene 
during the morning “Ramblin’ ihe gree Tou iaka ara 
to never having listened to this show, mostly because in the 
last ten years we've gone from never having enough NASCAR 
News to mostly having more NASCAR news than we want. 

In a reprise of what we hear a lot these days, the general 
manager of the station losing the NASCAR coverage, Dennis 
mae ; lamented the jilting. It seems his station had commit- 

to carrying all the NASCAR races six years ago when 
everyone else in town treated NASCAR like a contagious dis- 
om aa Apparently his station was offered the burgers 
al ae of the Busch and Truck Series but denied the surf 
ee Cup races. He didn’t buy it, but he was gracious 

wise enough to say complimentary things about both the 
Motor Racing Network and Chicagoland Speedway. 

Perhaps we’ve been wrong about NASCAR entering the 
mainstream and going to New York City. Or, do we really want 
NASCAR in the mainstream if the price, as suggested by 
sportwriter Elliott Harris of the Chicago Sun-Times, is that 
Ludacris is performing at the Daytona 500? i 

Nah, We Were Right, or, Crow Regurgitated Department: 
Keep in mind that those tremendous NASCAR ratings came on 
Sundays after the Super Bowl. Further, some of those ratings 
came at the expense of the Pro Bowl, a lackluster game that 
sar aan Sin NFL fans’ attention. 

\R’s gloating loses more of its impact when 
at the ratings for the weekend of March 19-20, NASCAR did 
not beat the NCAA basketbail tournament, contradicting 
NASCAR’s boast that it lags behind only the NFL. USA Today 
excuses NASCAR's six-percent-lower overnight rating by say- 
2 "a when jaka Salt and rural ratings are added, NASCAR 

i raw even. Small-town? Rural? Some 
equate with New York City. ak de ge 

Brushing away the fluff and excuses, the ratings plainly indi- 
cate that the mainstream will watch NASCAR racing on TV if - 
a very big if - if there is nothing better on at the time. And ordi- 
nary NFL games, NCAA basketball, the Masters, the World 
Series and some others are all better - despite the media deliri- 
um over The Chase for the Championship. NASCAR may be 
ped to us racing fans, but it’s still second-fiddie to most peo- 

if NASCAR’s TV ratings are second-fiddie, what of the IRL 
on ABG? By comparison, the Sunday NCAA stuff had a 7.1 rat- 
ing and the NASCAR race had a 4.9. The IRL race had a 0.8. 
You don,t have to be a mathematician or TV ratings expert to 
know that’s bad. USA Today's terse comment was, “Ouch,” and 
it noted the IRL’s rating was below what the NHL had last year 
on ABC. Even worse, the on-track attendance was reported as 


r only 15,000. 


Harris is Spectacular in 
Deery Win at NRP 


GREENWOOD, NE, April 1 -- Brian Harris was nothing less 
than spectacular in winning the IMCA Deery Brothers Summer 
Series opener Friday night at I-80 Speedway at Nebraska 
Raceway Park. 

The Davenport, IA, pilot started on the pole and led all 35 
“aps in scoring the victory, his career first on the late model tour, 
during the Spring Spectacular special at NRP. Terry Neal was a 
distant second, and Jay Johnson, Lonnie Bailey and Eddie 
Moore rounded out the top five. 

Harris pulled away from the 26-car field after each of three 
restarts. He got back into lapped traffic with 15 circuits left and 
negotiated his way around the track to take the checkers well 
ahead of Neal. 

Jeff Aikey moved up 14 spots from the initial green flag to fin- 
ish sixth. Defending Series champion Rob Toland was ninth. 

The Series race was also the first held in Nebraska and drew 


53 competitors from five states. 
RESULTS 


IMCA LATE MODELS 

Feature: 1-10: Brian Harris, Davenport, IA; Terry Neal, Ely, IA; Jay 
Johnson, Burlington, IA; Lonnie Bailey, Quincy, IL; Eddie Moore, Milford; Jeff 
Aikey, Cedar Falls, IA; Barry Sorensen, Avoca, IA; Kevin Blum, Colona, IL; 
Rob Toland, Hillsdale, iL; Darin Duffy, Hazleton, IA. 

11-20: Jeremiah Hurst, Dubuque, IA; Lorin Johngon, Miller, SD; Mike 
Smith, Jewell, IA; Tom Darbyshire, Morning Sun, 1A; Boone McLaughlin, 
Mediapolis, IA; Jon Merfeld, Peosta, 1A; Gary Russell, Biggsville, IL; Darrel 
DeFrance, Marshalltown, 1A; Brenton Slocum, Burlington, IA; Rich Lewerke, 
Garner, IA. 

21-26: Johnny Johnson, West Burlington, IA; Jeremy Grady, Story City, IA; 
Justin Reed, Quincy, IL; Terry Schlipman, Mendon, iL; Greg Kastli, Waterloo. 
IA; Todd Cooney, Des Moines, IA. 

Heat 1: Duffy; Bailey; McLaughlin 

Heat 2: Jay Johnson; Toland; Smith. 

Heat 3: Harris; Reed; Cooney. 

Heat 4: Sorensen; Schlipman; Lewerke. 

Heat 5: Moore; Neal; Darbyshire 

B Feature 1: Russell; Hurst; Aikey. 

B Feature 2: Blum; Merfeld; Kastli. 
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Jerry Dorich 
_ IRL racing is more often than not better than NASCAR's. It’s 


got a group of personality-pius drivers. It’s got the professional- 
ism of the old CART teams. It’s got the big money of Toyota 
and Honda. It’s got its own magazine. It’s got a public relations 
department cranking out stuff. It’s got the devotion of die-hards 
a Aetna bie got a proud tradition. 
) si iie cleaning house we came across 
Racing Pictorial that had gotten separated from the sere aided 
stuff. This edition was entitled, “1960-61 Race Track Edition.” It 
featured Championship cars, sprints, sports cars, stocks 
midgets, dragsters, drag boats, Gold Cup boats, cycles and 
karts. It claimed to cover USAC, IMCA, MARC, NASCAR 
SCCA, NHRA, APBA, AMA, USKA and FIA. All this for $1 50, 
mind you. The first 27 pages - including the ads - were all relat- 
ed to the Indy 500 and Champ cars. There were a lot of pic- 
tures of 1960 winner Jim Rathmann, either solo or battling with 
runner-up Rodger Ward. At that time, Racing Pictorial was the 
only publication that featured color photos of the entire 33-car 
Indy field; Road & Track may have had a color photo or two, but 
not of the entire field. The Clymer yearbooks at the time may 
TR i ga a comprehensively, but in black and 
. This was the on blication th ield i 
Pr AA We didn't offer it js ie eee ee 
iemory is probably only an approximation of th 

have always known and maintained how beautiful Goan. 
sters were. Sure, roadsters are around all the vintage car 
shows now, but they, too, are an approximation of any full field. 
Some of the best-looking cars have been destroyed and no 
one has made a copy. Some of the roadsters around today are 
mediocrities that never qualified for Indy. Some are superb 
copies of top-notch cars that we suspect the builders could not 
fault without a detailed look. Having only an approximation 
available, we had forgotten just how drop-dead beautiful was 
the entire Indy 500 field. How drop-dead beautiful? Almost 
obscene. Absolute lustful beautiful. To die for. And sadly, in 
those roadster days, many a hot shoe did die for the roadsters 

Even the also-rans that exist not at all in any modeler’s col- 
lection, except perhaps in those of a very skilled genius model- 
er, like Wayne Weiler’s Ansted Rotary Special, produce an 
aesthetic satisfaction that you dont get from today’s IRL cars. 
What exactly does Buddy Rice’s winning car of last year look 
like? We couldn’t describe it or visualize it for a million dollars, 
yet Johnny Thomson’s third-place roadster is vivid in our mind, 

The photo of the start of the 1960 Indy 500 proves why a pic- 
ture is indeed worth a thousand words. The front row of Eddie 
Sachs, Jim Rathmann and Rodger Ward are neatly abreast. So 
what, you say, lots of Indy car races today have that. It’s after 
that front row that’s so different. The last car in the 1960 field is 
probably closer to the front row than the second-row cars are of 
the last few starts. It’s a start that physically assaults your 
senses. It’s a start that’s been missing from too many recent 
Indy 500s. 

There's a lesson here that NASCAR, unconsciously or con- 
sciously, has known for many years: even the best and most 
expensive public relations cannot make up for the 
i of good-looking cars and a bunched-up field at the 


Sorenson Dominates for 
First Busch Series Win 


from NASCAR.com 

GLADEVILLE, TN, March 26 -- Rookie Reed Sorenson raced 
to his first NASCAR Busch Series victory Saturday, beating 
Kenny Wallace by a whopping 14.417 seconds in the Pepsi 300 
at Nashville Superspeedway. 

Sorenson, a 19-year-old Georgia driver making only the 11th 
start of his Series career, started from the pole after topping 
qualifying for the first time. About the only problem he had was 
with his rearview mirror, a piece of equipment that would prove 
to be of little use. 

Shane Hmiel was third, followed by series leader Carl 
Edwards and Clint Bowyer. 

Bobby Hamilton, Tony Raines, Jason Keller, Denny Hamlin, 
Stacy Compton. 

Sorenson redeemed himself after failing to qualify for his 
hometown race at Atlanta Motor Speedway the previous week. 
He borrowed a car from NASCAR Nextel Cup driver Sterling 
Marlin and ended up 19th. 

At Nashville Sorenson led three times for 197 of the 225 laps 
on the 1.33-mile track. He also became the first Busch Series 
driver to win from the pole at NSS. Wallace had his first top-five 
finish since the 2002 season, while Hmie! had his third top-five 
finish in six races. 

RESULTS 

4-10: Reed Sorenson, Kenny Wallace, Shane Hmiel, Cari Edwards, Clint 
Bowyer, Bobby Hamilton, Tony Raines. Jason Keller, Denny Hamlin, Stacy 
Compton 

41-20: Jamie McMurray, Jon Wood, Justin Labonte, Martin Truex, Jr., 
Kasey Kahne, Johnny Sauter, Tyler Walker, David Green, Ashton Lewis, Jeff 
Green 

21-30: Geoffrey Bodine, Michel Jourdain, Jr., Brent Sherman, Steve 
Grissom, Brandon Miller, Tim Fedewa, David Siremme, Randy LaJoie, 
Derrike Cope, Boston Reid 

31-40: Ryan Hemphill, Kertus Davis, Jerry Robertson. Tim Sauter, Aaron 
Fike, Paul Menard, Sterling Marlin, J.J. Yeley. Stanton Barrett, Mark Green. 

41-43: Eric McClure, Stuart Kirby, Mike Harmon 


Rose Picks Up Two Opening Night Wins at Anderson 


by Tom Hammond 

ANDERSON, IN, April 2 -- Anderson's 
Ronnie Rose got the Anderson 
Speedway’s Saturday night season off to 
a great start by picking up feature wins in 
the super truck and figure-8 divisions, as 
fans braved chilly temperatures and blus- 
tery winds to get their first taste of racing 
in the 2005 season. 

Rose started his big night by taking the 
checkered flag in the 40-lap super truck 
main event. Rose took the lead on lap 3 
and built sizeable leads on two occa- 
sions, only to see the field bunched back 
up twice by caution periods. Tom Miller 
held off Tony Broyles for second, fol- 


lowed by Robert Lemen and Derek Price. 
Broyles paced qualifying, 2004 points 
champion Josh Burton took the first heat, 
and Jeff Ellis captured the second heat. 

Rose then led from the get-go in the 
figure-8 feature, was challenged by Rod 
Phipps the entire way, and held on for 
the three-car length victory. Jeff 
Swinford, Herb Rose and John Goforth 
rounded out the top five. Rose had the 
fast lap of the night, and Swinford and 
Jason Pitts won the heats. 

Defending points champion Rich Boyer 
picked up where he left off last fall as he 
scored his first street stock feature win of 
the year. As Boyer, of Anderson, rounded 


the fourth turn on the final lap he lost 
control and skidded sideways across the 
finish line, just ahead of Rod Phipps. 
Curtis Chapman, Danny Acrey II and 
Bruce McFall completed the top five. 
Boyer also had the quick lap in qualifying, 
while heat victories went to veteran 
Darwin Blankenship and Jason Puckett. 

Alexandria's Alice Riall was the benefi- 
ciary af some tough luck for Billy Riddie 
in the Thunder Car oval feature. Riddle 
built a quarter-lap lead by lap 19, but 
mechanical failure sent him to the infield, 
and Riall took advantage for her first fea- 
ture win of the season. 
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As we get closer to the opening of © 
racing season here on the tundra much 
is happening - most of it good, but some 
slightly askew, in my estimation. 

We all found out about a week or 
so ago that Cedar Lake Speedway offi- 
cials invited area late model drivers to a 
meeting. Few, if any, knew that the pur- 
pose of the meeting was to vote on 
dropping the WISSOTA sanction for the 
division and aloow the cars to run 
Goodyear tires with a one-compound rule. Of the 19 drivers 
that showed, 17 voted in favor of the move, so it looks as 
though CLS will start its season after its two-day opener with 
their late models on Goodyears. 

It remains to be seen how many drivers who are not regulars 
will run at CLS due to this, as they will have to buy at least six 
tires (you need a couple of spares) to run at just this one track; 
| doubt other tracks will follow CLS’s lead. Seems to me the 
idea of the one-brand rule was so that racers could race at mul- 
tiple tracks without having to buy a half-dozen brands of tires. 
Same with the car rules. It has worked well for 20 years, and |! 
see no reason to change it. We will have to wait and see what 
happens. 

A popular area Internet site posted a poll on this tire matter. 
The results were thus: late model drivers that approved the 
move accounted for 46 votes, or seven percent; late model 
drivers who disapproved totaled 111, or 20 percent; non-late 
models were split equally on the topic, 165 votes apiece, or 29 
percent; and finally 80 drivers weren't sure if it was a good idea 
or not, for 14 percent. Though this is a rather unscientific poll, 
and there is some discussion as to whether 157 late model 
drivers actually voted (there were 320 licensed LM drivers in 
WISSOTA last year), the non-LM drivers (including fans, pre- 
sumably) are split 50/50. In total, the “I think it's bad” voters 
outweighed the “I think it's good” crowd by about three-to-one. 

As | say, we will have to wait for a few weeks and see how 
many drivers are willing to buy Goodyears and race at CLS 
regularly, and how many of their semi-regulars will opt for 
Hibbing, Rice Lake or Deer Creek on Saturday nights. 

On April 1 the Superior Speedway Board of Directors and its 
new race manager, Chris Stepan, held an employee meeting. I 
am thrilled to report that it was a very positive and upbeat 
meeting. Everyone is looking forward to the upcoming season 
and, | believe, everyone is through lamenting what we had 
before with the Ericksons and is now looking forward - becom- 
ing "pro-Speedway,” if you will. With the exception of on-track 
pit steward Jeff Christman, the on-track race-night crew 
remains pretty much intact. Christman will be replaced by Jeff 
Birdseye, who I'm sure will do a fine job. 

As many readers already know, Superior will add both 
Midwest modifieds and pure stocks to its program, with the two 
classes alternating Friday nights. Mid-mods will take the stage 
first, on opening night, May 13. To accommodate the five-class 


Program, the show’s start time has been moved up to 7 pm, 
with the draw cutoff at 6:15. Hot laps will be at 6:30 pm. The 


program is expected to be moved briskly along in an effort to 
get finished well before the 11:30 pm curfew. 


As to the concerns some nay-sayers have voiced about the 
track preparation, Don Eckstrom has agreed to return as equip- 

| ment operator, and I'm sure Rich Liable will also be there, as 
| he was in attendance at the Friday meeting. These are two of 
the folks that have been responsible for the improved shape 
that the Speedway has been in during the past couple of sea- 


Edwards Edges Johnson to 
Win in Atlanta 


from NASCAR.com 

HAMPTON, GA, March 20 -- Carl Edwards pulled off a daring 
move on Jimmie Johnson coming off the final turn, narrowly 
won a side-by-side sprint to the finish line Sunday, then cele- 
brated his first NASCAR Nextel Cup victory with a backflip in 
front of the main grandstand at Atlanta Motor Speedway. 

Johnson grabbed the lead from Edwards with 25 laps to go in 
the Golden Corral 500. But on the final lap Edwards got a great 
run coming out of turn 2 and pulled up to Johnson's back 
bumper. Johnson went high through turns 3 and 4 to block his 
challenger, but Edwards went even higher, hugging the wall and 
actually tapping Johnson's car as they roared through the tri- 
oval. Johnson's car bobbled slightly just a few feet from the fin- 
ish, and Edwards slipped by on the outside to win by a minus- 
cule 0.028 seconds - about half a car-length. 

RESULTS 
1-10: Carl Edwards, Jimmie Johnson, Greg Biffle, Mark Martin, Kasey 


Kahne, Brian Vickers, Michael Waltrip, Dave Blaney, Scott Riggs, Elliott 
Sadler 


11-20: Jamie McMurray, Kyle Busch, Jeremy Mayfield, Ryan Newman, 


Jeff Burton, Sterling Marlin, Tony Stewart, Mike Bliss, Casey Mears, Scott 
Wimmer 


21-30: Kevin Harvick, Bill Elliott, Dale Jarrett, Dale Earnhardt, Jr., Jason 
Leffler, Ken Schrader, Rusty Wallace, Jeff Green, Jimmy Spencer, Kevin 
Lepage 

31-40: Matt Kenseth, Kurt Busch, Ricky Rudd, Robby Gordon, Joe 


Nemechek, Kyle Petty, Bobby Labonte, Bobby Hamilton, Jr., Jeff Gordon, 
Mike Wallace 


41-43: Mike Garvey, Travis Kvapil. Shane Hmiel 


Hornaday Edges 
Labonte to Win 
Atlanta Truck Race 


from NASCAR.com 

HAMPTON, GA, March 18 -- Ron 
Hornaday, Jr., won the 27th NASCAR 
Craftsman Truck Series race of his 
career with the third-closest finish in 
Series history, edging Bobby Labonte by 
about a foot at Atlanta Motor Speedway. 

In a two-lap sprint to the finish, 
Labonte got a good jump and briéfly led, 
but Hornaday charged back and they 
made slight contact as they approached 
the checkered flag. Hornaday slid side- 
ways but held on and edged Labonte by 
eight-thousandths of a second. 


Musgrave, Chad Chaffin, 
Cook, Robert Huffman, 


Ted Musgrave (1) works past Todd Bodine during the NASCAR truck race 


in Atlanta March 18. 
RESULTS 
1-10: Ron Hornaday, Bobby Labonte, Bobby 
Hamilton, Dennis Setzer, David Starr, Ted 


11-20: Johnny Benson, Todd Bodine, Sean 
Murphy, Matt Crafton, Brandon Whitt, Tracy 
Hines, Jimmy Spencer, Ricky Craven, Jimmy Kite, 


Say” 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 


to walk on without getting muddy shoes;  —— — — = — 

The Speedway’s schedule for 2005 includes two WDRL_ 
and two WISSOTA Challenge Series events, as well as a num- 
ber of other specials. Stepan has done an excellent job of 
securing sponsorship, with all but two regular-season nights 
sponsored as of this time. I'm told that a deal has been made 
for a local contractor to furnish the Speedway with one of their 
construction trailers as an office. 

Also announced last week were a local private donation to 
the late model winner’s share and a “rotating bonus” plan for 
the other four divisional winners. 

Our plans for this early racing season include heading down 
to Cedar Lake for their opening show on April 7-8. Since the 
farm is still closed up for the winter we booked a motel room for 
Saturday night, but that's as far as our early plans have pro- 
gressed. 

In other news, Joel Cryderman, who has driven for Steve 
Egersdorf for the past three seasons, has reformed his own 
team and is back on his own for his 26th season, and he 
seems to be happy about it. The car is black and yellow this 
season and looks somewhat like Jeff Provinzino's car. The 
rumor that Joel is driving for Provinzino probably stems from 
the fact that he is purchasing his new chassis from Jeff, who is 
a chassis dealer. 

It appears that Brady Smith has “turned pro." | was told that 
he has left his full-time employer and will race professionally 
this season. He will not return to defend his WDRL title, but 
rather he will pick and choose the races he will run in several 
different sanctions. On his schedule is a run at the UMP 
Sumernationals tour, which is a grueling midsummer grind. : 

Brady's first foray was a WORL event on April 2 in Nebraska. 
At the start of the feature Kelly Boen got sideways and Brady 


got caught up in the mess, sustaining enough damage to side- 


line him and relegate him to a 25th-place finish. 


F and took a header off tr 
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ing his AmsOil Series title. He says that brother Nick will tun’ 
the third car again. It seems to me that since his dad, Billy’ 
Nelson, Sr., has fielded the late model team, Darrell - already 
an accomplished racer - has really stepped up his program. In: 
the past two seasons he has won a bunch of features and, | 
believe, six track championships in the late model that Billy; 
owns and the modified operation that he fields himself... < 
Those of you who follow WSA snowcross racing may have 
heard or even seen the horrible crash that Bobby LePage was | 
involved in that put him in the hospital with serious injuries, In| 
fact, he was lucky to survive the crash. Bobby, who is Darrell. 
Neison's nephew, was on hand Saturday night and says he is 
going back to racing next season. He does not remember any- 
thing of the accident until he began rehabilitation. He's a tough 
kid - about 18 years old - and the only obvious problems from. 
the incident are problems with his speech and a livid scar about. 
eight inches long on the back of his neck. He was on his way to 
a pro career in snowcross, and it appears at this juncture that 
this is just a detour. nta] 
On Sunday we attended "Speed Sunday" at the Central 
Assembly of God Church in Superior. This was their third such 
service but our first. Those who attended were treated as hon- 


ities i 


s 


| also noticed that Jimmy Mars will also forego chasing Randy 


points in any one series but will also hit all the bigger events. 


Saturday, April 2, was the 17th annual racing party, fish fry 
and car show in south Superior. There were 11 cars there 


including Al Uotinen’s modified, which has reverted back to its _ 
more normal blue paint job after the 25th-season anniversary — 
orange-and-black car. This edition has a black roof, sail panel 


and deck, which is something different than any other car he 
has had. 

Also on hand was Scott Lawrence's super stock, which is 
blue with some yellow graphics. | like this look better than the 
half blue-half yellow look of last season. Also on display was 
Mike Bellefeiulle's super stock, his brother Jody's modified, 
Adam Long's super, and Rick Milinklovich's super that Uotinen 
also drives. Street stocks of Randy Vezina and Brian Fulda 
were displayed, as were the mod of Dennis Checkalski, Darrell 
Nelson’s late model and the Mid-mod of Nick Lavato. Of 
course, everything was pristine and looking great. 

Saturday evening the festivities moved indoors. There was a 
good turnout of fans and racers alike. We had a chat with vet- 
eran late model driver Tim McMann and wondered where his 
Car was, as he usually has it present for the car show. It seems 
that Tim was shoveling off the roof of the pole building that 
houses the number 11 team (officially, Duluth had 90.9 inches 
of snow this winter) and had finished and was heading for the 
ladder when he slipped on some ice, caught his right foot on 
one of the fasteners holding the roofing on, twisted his knee 


Edwards Gets First Busch 
Series Victory at Atlanta 


from NASCAR.com 

HAMPTON, GA, March 19 -- Carl Edwards raced to his first 
NASCAR Busch Series victory Saturday, holding off several 
Nextel Cup stars in the Aaron's 312 at Atlanta Motor Speedway. 

Afterward, he stopped in front of the main grandstand, 
climbed out of his car and did one of his trademark backflips 
onto the asphalt, delighting the crowd. 

Edwards surged to the lead with a bold move 12 laps from 
the finish after taking new tires on his last pit stop. Stewart was 
closing the gap but feli back to finish 1.192 seconds behind. 

The race was marred by eight yellow flags, including on the 
very first lap when Ron Hornaday, Jr., got tangled up with Justin 
Labonte. 

RESULTS 

1-10: Car! Edwards, Tony Stewart, Jimmie Johnson, Matt Kenseth, Kasey 
Kahne, Greg Biffle, Michael Waltrip, Elliott Sadler, Jamie McMurray, Michel 
Jourdain, Jr. 

11-20: Martin Truex, Jr., Kenny Wallace, David Stremme, Ashton Lewis, 
Randy LaJoie, Denny Hamlin, Jason Keller, Bobby Hamilton, Jr., Reed 
Sorenson, Johnny Sauter. 

21-30: Clint Bowyer, Jeremy Mayfield, Blake Feese, Paul Menard, Jon 
Wood, Stanton Barrett, Jimmy Spencer, Kertus Davis, Derrike Cope, Ryan 
Hemphill. 

31-40: Brent Sherman, Brandon Miller, David Green, J.J. Yeley, Kim 
Crosby, Shawna Robinson, Geoffrey Bodine, Tim Fedewa, Shane Hmiel, 
Steve Grissom. 

41-43: Stacy Compton, Justin Labonte, Ron Hornaday. 


(High Sierra photo) 
Robert Pressley. 

21-30: Bill Lester, Casey Atwood, Brad 
Keselowski, David Reutimanr, Deborah Renshaw, 
Chase’ Montgomery, Shigeaki Hattori, Ken 
Weaver, Rick Crawford, Mike Harmon. 

31-36: Kelly Sutton, Shane Hmiel, Wayne 
Edwards, Mike Skinner, Steve Park, Todd 
Kluever 


Jack Sprague, Terry 


%7 


whopping 29 seasons - | believe that is the longest-tenured 
track worker that we have. (This will be my 16th season:.as 
track publicist.) HK tie 

| was just thinking ... 16 years as publicist for the Superior 
Speedway, I've been appearing in these pages for more than 
20 years, and | have been contributing to Dirt Late Model 
Magazine since issue number one ten years ago! Man! Where 
has the time gone? 

It seems I'm ending more and more columns with sad news, 
and this time is no different. Last week former Proctor street 
stock racer Brent Hackensmith passed away as the result of a 
heart attack. The really terrible part is that Brent was only 41 
years old. Our condolences to his friends and family. 

With that we will close with our usual, "That's all from here on 
the tundra for this time.” 


Kinser Sweeps WoO 
Weekend with I-55 Victory 


PEVELY, MO, April 2 -- Kraig Kinser surged to the front in 
only six laps Saturday night at I-55 Raceway and held off a 
charging Craig Dollansky to win a World of Outlaws Sprint 
Series feature for the second consecutive night. 

Kinser started seventh, but by lap 5 Kinser and Tim Kaeding 
were swapping second place. One lap later Kinser slid around 
Kaeding and then grabbed the lead from polesitter Jason 
Meyers. Dollansky moved into second before the caution flew 
on lap 31, but on the restart Kinser shot away once again. 
Dollansky worked through traffic but ran out of time to catch 
Kinser, who won by about a half-straightaway. 

This weekend, April 8-9, the World of Outlaws Sprint Series 
rolls into historic Eldora Speedway in Rossburg, OH. 

RESULTS 
WORLD OF OUTLAWS SPRINTS 

Qualifying: Steve Kinser, 10.211 secs. 

D-Main: Jason Keith, Adam Jones, Chris Sloan. 

Heat 1: Tim Shaffer, Tom Busch, Jason Meyers. 

Heat 2: Danny Lasoski, Terry McCarl, Paul McMahan. 

Heat 3: Kelly Kinser, Craig Dollansky, Jason Solwold. 

Heat 4: Chad Kemenah, Billy Alley, Kraig Kinser. 

C-Main: Jerrod Hull, Keith, A.J. Bruns. 

Dash 1: Meyers, Kemenah, Tim Kaeding. 

Dash 2: McCarl, Daryn Pittman, Dollansky. 

B-Main: Joey Saldana, Shane Stewart, Ricky Stenhouse, Jr. 

A-Main: Kraig Kinser, Dollansky, Kaeding, S. Kinser, Donny Schatz, 
Pittman, McCarl, Lasoski, Meyers, McMahan. 


Younger Kinser Dominates in 


WoO Return to Batesville 


LOCUST GROVE, AR, April 1 -- On a night that saw 24-driv- 
ers shatter the Batesville Speedway track record, Kraig Kinser 
busted the-qualifying mark for the quickest lap by more than a 
second, easily won his dash and rolled through the feature. for 
his second career World of Outlaws Sprint Series main event 
victory and first this season. ' i QOI t R? 

Finishing behind Kinser was Daryn Pittman; who closed. the 
gap to Kinser as'the laps wound down, but Kinser worked: his 


-way through traffic to maintain his advantage. 


RESULTS 
WORLD OF OUTLAWS SPRINTS 
Qualifying! Kraig Kinser, 10.746 secs (NTR), 
Heat 1: Brian Paulus, Jason Solwold, Chad Kemenah, 
Heat 2: Danny Lasoski, Steve Kinser, Tim Shaffer. 
Heat 3: Shane Stewart, Brandon Wimmer, Terry McCarl. 
Dash 1: K. Kinser, Brooke Tatnell, Kemenah. 
Dash 2: Daryn Pittman, §. Kinser, Craig Dollansky. 
A-Main: K. Kinser, Pittman, S. Kinser, Dollansky, Tatnell, Kemenah, Paul 


McMahan, Jason Meyers, Shaffer, Lasoski. 
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Eagle Valley Speedway could find 
dates that would work for both the 
tracks and the IRA, but neither were 


igger than ever. Sinclair is still celebrating 

the fa as able to land dates at Cedar Lake 

eedway during its Masters weekend of late model racing; the 

Scr pis se along with the WOR and NARA 
3 ; r 

ae, Ss , tt Cedar Speedway will retain its IRA 


- On March 17 | attended the first night of the sixth annual 
Justin Stanfill Memorial modified special at the West Plains 
Motor Speedway in southern Missouri. This is one of the 
biggest mod s of the spring season. 

a large number of mod events going on this week- 
end, a stout field of nearly 120 cars from 12 states were on 
hand, up from last year. A number of top-notch late mode! driv- 
ers joined the field for the weekend. 

“This race has always attracted a large entry list from the 
Badger State, and 11 Wisconsin drivers were among this 
year’s field, including Mike Klenz, Brian Mullen, Mike Mashl, 
Todd Dart, Jared Siefert, Sean Jerovetz, Benji LaCrosse, 
Lance Arneson, Shannon Volkman, Travis Spaulding and 
Beetle Bailey, plus Minnesota driver Jeff Coon. 

With drivers drawing for their starting spots each night, the 
heats lined up Straight-up off the draw, and the top two finish- 
ers in each heat moving to the feature, drivers had only one 
chance to make the main. This procedure would be repeated 
Friday and Saturday, with the top eight feature finishers qualify- 
ing for the 24-car feature, paying $8,000 to win. Thursday's 
show was completed in two-and-a-half hours - good on a cool 


Also, passing was at a minimum. Personally, | would like to see 
passing points used and drivers given two chances each night 
to make the qualifying features, but each year this event draws 
a 


the formula used. 
i “None of the Badger runners nor the lone Gopher made 
Thursday’s qualifier; the qualifiers were dominated by drivers 


from the area, reaffirming the strength of the regional competi- ` 


tion! The qualifying feature saw Jack Sullivan lead the majority 
of the event until he was overtaken by Terry Phillips, the late 
model standout who got under Sullivan for the lead. When 
Sullivan went for broke on the last corner he spun and dropped 
back to sixth at the finish. 

The weekend was wrapped up with a visit to the Beatrice 
Speedway on Sunday for the feature of the 12th annual 


Springnationals for the IMCA modifieds. | can remember when | 


this event first started, and back then it was’ unheard of to be 
racing on the northern plains this early in the year; now there 
are a number of races as early or even earlier in the year. 

After two nights of qualifying, the program consisted of last 

} races and the feature, paying $5,000 to win. Around 80 
mods turned out for the event, with 75 of them still around to 
either take one last shot at making the main or running the big 
finale. Drivers representing our area on hand included 
Wisconsin drivers Paul Thorpe, Jeremy Hedrick and Dan 
Ratajczak; Minnesota drivers Ted Anderson and Chet Ragan, 
North Dakota IMCA drivers Joren Boyce, Steve Pfeifer and 
Richie Hellebust; and Canadians Ed and Aaron Turnbull. 
Hedrick, Boyce and the Turnbulls all made the main event field, 
which was dominated by Nebraska and lowa drivers. 

The first race started right at the advertised time of 1 pm, no 
hot laps were held, and the one-spin rule was utilized, having a 
profound effect at keeping the action moving. With more tracks 
adding additional classes in our local area, plans like this cer- 
tainly need to be considered, or we'll be spending a lot of long 
nights at the track this summer - either that or there will be a lot 
of shortened races, which is even more distasteful. 

There were only six yellow flags in 15 preliminary races 
before the feature - remarkable considering that the track had 
long since turned dry and slick on a sunny, windy day. The 
one-spin rule was waved for the 28-car feature, and slow 
downs were not excessive. The battle up front saw Brian Foote 
make an outside pass for the lead and then fight off Dave 
Trauernicht for the win. The final checkered flag waved at 3:30 
pm - by far the earliest this Sunday afternoon finale has ever 
been completed - and it gave travelers like us a head start on 
our trip home. 

There was much scrambling around on the Easter weekend, 


Johnson Beats Busches for Vegas Victory 


from NASCAR.com 

LAS VEGAS, NV, March 13 
- Jimmie Johnson ended the 
Roush Racing stranglehold at 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
and spoiled what could have 
been a banner day for home- 
town boys Kurt and Kyle 


Busch by beating them both T-a a9 


to win the UAW-Daimler- 
Chrysler 400. 

Johnson, who won for the 
15th time in his career, moved 
back to the top of the points 
Standings until a post-race 


_ But the format put tremendous weight on the draw, and a 
poor draw ‘spelled virtually no chance of making the feature. - 


field, so obviously plenty of drivers are satisfied with 


g. 


Jimmy Johnson treats the fans to a victory burnout 
after pulling away from the field to win the NASCAR 


- The Checkered Flag Racing News 


Ramblings 


iolair,’ vith lots of ‘bad weather through the Ohio Valley and into the 


theast. After checking the weather maps and making some 
calls, | ended up on Saturday, March 26, at Kentucky Lake 
Motor Speedway for their regular season opener. 

Despite the holiday weekend and the somewhat threatening 
weather, a good field of cars and a nice crowd was on hand for 
the first regular program of the year which included, actually, 
six classes of cars. There were only supposed to be five class- 
oe ee pastas bis aoe Ta showed up that didn’t meet 

rules, so they threw them together into anot 
they called the "Camaro" class. ' à shy gig 

Tonight marked the debut of the four-cylinder class at KLMS, 
and while there were only three cars for the opener, my guess 
is that it won’t be long at all before that number increases 
greatly. This area is badly in need of a beginner's class, and 
I'm guessing that the number of new drivers will greatly 
expand, such as it did at a number of Illinois tracks, where this 
class has become wildly successful. 

The steel-block late models are really picking up in numbers 
also. With the current economics pricing a lot of people out of 
late model racing but the desire to race a late model-type of car 
increasing, they have turned to the steel-block cars, which are 
becoming featured at more and more tracks in this area. There 
were 23 of them on hand tonight - not that many fewer than the 
open-motored UMP cars. 

There were some dramatic turns of events in feature action. 
Steve Cole was extremely fast in the modifieds and looked to 
have the feature in the bag until something broke and he 
pounded the wall hard, Ricky Waggoner inherited the lead, but 
St. Louis area driver Ray Walsh - here because l-55 had can- 
celled - made a great pass to get the win. It was significant in 
that it was Walsh’s 100th feature win of his career. 

Jeff Defew led the majority of the steel-block feature until he 
suddenly blew up, giving the lead and the win to Terry 
Johnson. However, Johnson had technical issues after the 
event and the winner turned out to be Ricky Gilbert, a fact that 
wasn't announced at the track and | didn’t discover until later. 

Former UMP national champion Rodney Melvin won the late 
model feature but received heavy pressure from Terry English 
and Dennis Erb. In fact, if Erb could have disposed of English a 
little quicker, he very well might have had the win; he caught 
Melvin in the late laps but didn’t have enough time to pull off a 


S. 
| had the, pleasure of chatting briefly with veteran announcer 


- Jim Childers, the voice of KLMS and announcer of many big 


races in the heartland. He said he’s starting his 26th year 
behind the mic and was relaying to me the vast number of dif- 
ferent sanctioning bodies that he’s worked for over the years 
and the great opportunities he’s had to meet many of the 
biggest names in the sport. His latest gig will be with the 
midgets, as he’s signed a 15-race deal to cover the new 
Gateway midget group out of St. Louis. With KLMS running an 
every-other-week schedule, he will have the opportunity to 
branch out and get to more different tracks. 

It appears that KLMS is on the way to better times under the 
management of the Heckenast family. Their reputation in the 
sport insures solid fields of race cars, and they continue to 
make improvements and inject new ideas into the track's pro- 
motion. They have a new scoreboard ready for installation, and 
they have committed to working with Paducah International 
Raceway, located just down the freeway, in a move that will 
certainly benefit both tracks as well as race fans and competi- 
tors from the area. This kind of cooperation is badly needed in 
our sport, and it’s a refreshing change from many of the cut- 
throat moves currently plaguing the sport as a whole. 

On Friday and Saturday, April 1-2, | made the trek out to the 
|-80 Speedway near Superior, NE. This was my first visit to I-80 
in many years and the first since the facility was purchased by 
the Kosiski brothers, Jon Schwartz and Mike Merrill. 

The first thing | noticed was that the pits had been moved to 
the middle of the track, except for the overfill pits, which were 
behind the back straightaway. When | was last at I-80, every- 
one pitted off the 1-2 corner; how long ago this was changed | 
do not know, but | can’t imagine why a facility with enough 
room to establish pits outside the track would choose to pit in 
the middle. Pitting in the middle is so much more labor-inten- 
sive, as it requires several people parking the rigs to get the 
maximum number in the middie, along with a couple of extra 
people to check armbands, guard the track entrance, run line- 
ups to the overfill pits, etc. - not to mention the safety issue 
involving rigs and people crossing the track during track-pack- 
ing, etc. A beautiful set of bleachers sat empty outside turn 2 - 
a throwback to the old days of outside-pitting. Meanwhile, the 
viewing from the infield is nonexistent because of the big rigs. 

That being said, everything else about 1-80 Speedway is 
first-class all the way, and the high-rise grandstands make 
even the lower seats good ones, as the pits are sunken so 
there are no blind spots for the fans. 


from NASCAR.com 

LAS VEGAS, NV, March 12 
-- Mark Martin moved into the 
lead when Carl Edwards was 
sidelined by a flat tire, extend- 
ing his record for NASCAR 
Busch Series victories to 47 
Saturday at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway. 

Edwards, making just his 
sixth Series start, shot away 
from the field after taking his 
first Series pole and dominat- 
ed for 125 of the 200 laps in 
the Sam's Town 300 until his 
right-rear tire went down on 


Lewes 


Martin Gets 48th BGN 


Page 13 
Ed Reichert 


Track crews were very well organized, and they did a won- 
derful job of moving along the program both nights, especially 
When realigning the cars on yellow flags. The staff at l-80 were 
all very friendly, and both Steve and Joe Kosiski went out of 
their way to say hello even though they were extremely busy. 

Friday night’s program consisted of qualifying events for 

three local divisions of cars plus a full program of IMCA Deery 
Brothers series late models and a full program for the Western 
Dirt Racing Association late models. The Deery series turned 
out an impressive field of over 50 cars for their first-ever 
appearance at l-80, while the WDRA was a mixture of 
Colorado regulars to the series, local drivers and a few travel- 
ers on hand early to tune up for the World Dirt Racing League 
on Saturday. 
Many of the preliminary events featured some very good rac- 
ing, but as sometimes happens, despite a very racy track, both 
features turned out to be runaways. Brian Harris dominated the 
Deery Brothers feature and John Anderson had a strong run to 
win the WDRA event in front of the hometown crowd. Kelly 
Boen charged from 11th to finish second; this was just a pre- 
liminary to the show he would provide on Saturday. 

South Dakota’s Lorin Johnson ran with the Deery Brothers 
crew and finished just out of the top ten in their feature, while 
Keith Foss and Pat Doar attempted to run with the WDRA. 
Foss took a provisional to make the main but failed to finish, 
while Doar didn’t make the finale. 

On Saturday the WDRL moved in to run its program along 
with the finales in the other divisions. The WDRL brought in a 
strong field of nearly 50 late models. Joining Doar and Foss 
were area drivers Justin Fegers, Brad Seng, Jon Henkemeyer, 
Caley Emerson, Brady Smith and Eric Pember. It was a mixed 
bag of results for the area drivers, as quite a few qualified for 
the main event but all finished well back in the pack. Fegers, 
Seng, Henkemeyer, Smith, Pember and Foss all made the 
main, but the best finish was by Seng, who finished 18th after 
qualifying through the dash. The worst luck was encountered 
by Smith, who started on the outside pole, but after Boen 
crossed up in front of him, Smith and Brian Harris came togeth- 
er before a lap was completed and Smith was eliminated from 
the contest. 

Fegers had a good run going in his heat until he broke a fan 
belt, but he thrilled the crowd by coming from 11th to win a B- 
feature. He spent time in the pits during the feature, however, 
and finished a couple a couple laps behind. 

Seng also looked good early until he lost the handle on the 
slippery track and faded in the feature. Brad told me his 
WISSOTA car is just a bare frame right now, so they'll have to 
hustle to make the Grand Forks opener in two weeks. Worse 
yet, he hasn’t received his candy order yet from his sponsor, so 
there were no treats in the Seng pits. 

The track was in even better condition on Saturday - slick 
from top to bottom - but the drivers were all over the track, 
including during a memorable moment when they came out of 
turn 2 four wide in the late model dash. The modifieds were 


also spectacular, as they used the whole surface. 
The late model feature will be talked about for quite some 


time, as Boen ied most of the way until being tracked down by 
Brian Birkhofer. Their battle as they weaved through lapped 
traffic was thrilling, with Boen splitting two lapped cars with two 
laps to go to give him the advantage he needed to hold off 
Birkhofer. 

John Hampel, one of the favorites on Saturday after finishing 
up 2004 strong, had a terrible start to the season when he had 
something break on the first lap of his heat and he hit the wall, 
rolled and destroyed his race car. 

One of the comers to watch for the years ahead will be 16- 
year-old Bryant Goldsmith of Corning, IA, who has moved 
directly from the go-karts to the unlimited late models. 

| had a nice chat with Barry Johnson, editor of Hawkeye 
Racing News, in, of all places, the Strategic Space and Air 
Museum near Omaha, where we were both trying to expand 
our minds and broaden our interests during the day on 
Saturday. 

|-80 is starting a Friday night race program this year featur- 
ing crate-engine late models as well as a Sunday night pro- 
gram featuring the super late models. Crate engines are a hot 
and controversial topic in the world of late model racing right 
now, and while | can see both the pluses and minuses of them, 
right now I'm not real thrilled with the idea. | guess I'll have to 
give them some more time to see how the whole issue plays 
out. Change is always a tough thing to deal with. 

This weekend will probably conclude my long-distance trav- 
eling for a while, as the local tracks start to open in the coming 
few weeks. The bar has been set very high this spring, with the 
majority of the races I've seen so far being very well-run events 
on well-prepared tracks. We'll see how the area tracks can 
stand up to the challenge. 


Win at Vegas 


Richa nals ards ON Gates eae amines 
Mark Martin (9) races with Johnny Sauter (1) during the 
Sam’s Town 300 NASCAR Busch Series event at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway on March 12. 


inspection found Johnson's 
car's roof height to be too low, 
costing him 25 driver’s points 
and the Series lead. 

Kurt Busch's runner-up car 
had a rear quarter-panel that 
was too high, and he, too, 
was penalized points from the 
infraction. 

RESULTS 


1-10: Jimmie Johnson, Kyle 
Busch, Kurt Busch, Jeff Gordon, 


Nextel Cup event at Las Vegas Motor Speedway March 


13. 
Kevin Harvick, Greg Biffle, Casey 
Mears, Matt Kenseth, Ryan 


Newman, Tony Stewart. 

11-20: Bobby Hamilton, Jr., Rusty 
Wallace, Dave Blaney, Carl 
Edwards, Jamie McMurray, Mike 
Bliss, Jeff Burton, Dale Jarrett, Joe 
Nemechek 


, Jeremy Mayfield. 
21-30: Michael Waltrip, Jason 
Leffler, Jeff Green, Mike Wallace, 


(Don Norman photo) 


Kyle Petty, Travis Kvapil, Scott 
Wimmer, John Andretti, Elliott 
Sadler, Mark Martin. 

31-40: Scott Riggs, Eric McClure, 
Hermie Sadler, Ken Schrader, 
Sterling Marlin, Randy LaJoie, Ricky 
Rudd, Kasey Kahne, Robby Gordon, 
Morgan Shepherd. 

41-43: Bobby Labonte, Dale 


Earnhardt, Jr., Brian Vickers, 


lap 186, sending him spinning 
into the infield. 

As Martin swept to a 1.412- 
second victory - about 14 car- 
lengths - Kevin Harvick 
passed David Stremme on the 
last turn of the final lap and 
edged Stremme by the length 
of his hood for second. 

RESULTS 


4-10: Mark Martin, Kevin Harvick, 
David Stremme, Joe Nemechek, 
Greg Biffle, Reed Sorenson, Car! 
Edwards, Randy LaJoie, Clint 
Bowyer, David Green. 

11-20: Kyle Busch, Denny 
Hamlin, Justin Labonte, Elliott 
Sadler, Tim Fedewa, Martin Truex, 
Jr., Jon Wood, J.J. Yeley, Dave 
Blaney, Kasey Kahne 

21-30: Scott Riggs, Ashton Lewis, 


(Don Norman photo) 


Kenny Wallace, Jeremy Mayfield, 
Sterling Marlin, Stanton Barrett, 
Aaron Fike, Johnny Sauter, Ryan 
Hemphill, Paul Wolfe. 

31-40: Shawna Robinson, Brent 
Sherman, Tony Raines, Derrike 
Cope, Eric Norris, Shane Hmiel, 
Paul Menard, Stacy Compton, Kim 
Crosby, Michel Jourdain, Jr 

41-43: Steve Grissom, Kertus 
Davis, Jason Keller 
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The Checkered Flag Racing News 


April 6, 2005 


1. SUPER LATE MODELS 
DIAMYAD 521 racng 


Steel Racing 
RACING WHEELSS3 


Wheel Source 


Nationwide 
307 W. Layton Ave., Milwaukee, W1 53207 _ Toll Free: 
Phone 414-744-2010 Fax 414-744-2019 800-937-4407 


FOR SALE: PATHFINDER CAN BE SET UP FOR S/L OR L/L. Best of 
everything. Lots of spares, comes with new extra body. Never wrecked, 


$8,000. See at tunksmotorsports.org or call Kevin at (608) 289-9366. 


(Edgerton, Wis.). 30-34 
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Race Technology 4e 
Your areas newest full service Racing Electronics Dealer 
*Large inventory on hand *Shornt tumarownd for repairs *Programming for all Modeis 


SŠ iS SUGUGAN 


216 Bruns St DeForest, WI 53532 
Phone 608-345-7274 Fax 608-850-3162 Email jnaumann72@yahoo.com 


Quality adios: £ Coni 
You Can Depend 


mpone en te 


Shipped The Same Day 
fivestarbodies.com ~ni esen e Ses 


ERER 


262.877.2171 


FOR SALE: 2000 XL HOWE CAR. Best of everything. Must sell, $9,000. Call 
(262) 993-0624. TFN 


eee 1008 Randolph Drive, 


Appleton, WI 54913 
RACING ai ae `S 


_— Online catalog 


920-788-5749 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Web Site: www.randercar.cpm 
E se Fee FF FF FF FF FFF FE FF FF Ff GF 


FOR SALE: HOWE STRAIGHT RAIL less motor, transmission and radiator. 
All top notch parts. Call for all the additional details (608) 217-1142. 2-4 


» VINYL GRAPHICS» SIGNS» MAGNETIC» 
| -APPAREL LATE MODEL & MODIFIED CHASSIS» 
e SHEETMETAL FABRICATION & WELDING» 
| FAX: 262-544-9454 1313 POPLAR DR. 
| E-MAIL: sericêwildincorporated.com WAUKESHA,WI 53188 


Wolfmeier Claims UMP Mod 
Win at l-55 


PEVELY, MO, April 2 -- A field of 41 United Midwestern 
Promoters modifieds were on hand for the first race night of the 
2005 season at !-55 Raceway, and Brian Wolfmeier of House 
Springs got his season off to a great start as he won every 
event he raced in. 

Wolfmeier and Ray Wagner started on the front row of the 
main event, and the two raced side by side for the first five laps 
before Wolfmeier pulled ahead. Wolfmeier set the pace for the 
last 15 laps as Wagner fought off Bobby Bittle late in the race. 
Aaron Ricketts took fourth in the feature, and Doug Wood 
claimed fifth spot as he worked his way through the field from 
the 12th starting position. 

RESULTS 
UMP MODIFIEDS 

Heat 1: Aaron Ricketts, Matt Goulden, Mike Francis 

Heat 2: Brian Wolfmeier, Bobby Bittle, Doug Wood. 

Heat 3: Billy Smith, Leon Rakers, Dennis Richards 

Heat 4: Tim Hancock, Ricky Horton, Mark Miner. 

Heat 5: Ray Wagner, Matt Zimmerty, Eric Mabery 

Dash: Wolfmeier, Wagner, Smith 

Last Chance Qualifier 1: Brent Thompson, James Reed, Scot Weber 

Last Chance Qualifier 2: Ray Walsh, Scott Bull, Dylan Sharp. 

Feature: Wolfmeier, Wagner, Bittle, Ricketts, Wood, Rakers, Miner, Smith, 
Goulden, Hancock 


Harris is Back-to-Back Winner 
at Irwindale 


IRWINDALE, CA, April 2 -- Alex Harris of Simi Valley led the 
final 30 laps of Saturday night's 35-lap USAC California Ford 
Focus Midget Series race at the Irwindale Speedway. The win 
was his second in a row_at the third-mile paved oval. Harris, 


who also won last weekend's 35-lapper, took. the lead from : 


Chris Veach.on lap 6 and led the rest of Saturday's race to beat 
Chase Barber, Audra Sasselli, Benny Moon and Darrell Herzoz. 

The win left Harris fifth in the new California Focus Pavement 
Sefies point standings behind leader Sasselli. ~ 

RESULTS 

USAC CALIFORNIA FORD FOCUS PAVEMENT SERIES 

Qualitying: Alex Harris, 14.538 secs 

Feature: Harris, ChaSe Barber, Audra Sasseili, Benny Moon, Darrell 
, Herzog. Robbie Whitchurch, Steve Davis, Jeff Sakowicz, J.R Wiens. 

Lindsay Kernohan 
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FOR SALE: RACE READY LATE MODEL. ‘Has newly freshened Concept 
motor, $18,000. Wil consider separating. Call (414) 852-2310 28-31 


WEHRS No more hose clamps. Here is a lightweight 
Ah MEAS aluminum clamp to secure your bottle. 

Pilea Met Available for 3-1/4", 4” and 4-1/4” bottles. 
m SS m BE Sold in pairs. 


1-877-460-7211 ° 608-486-4343 


FOR SALE: SUPER LATE MODEL WITH 1999 MONTE CARLO BODY, 
Howe chassis, 358 NVR Concept (8 races since fresh), 1 season on chassis, 
MSD, Dyna Tech, Appleton, Winters, MFR transmission, new Howe radiator 
with oil cooler, SCP 4-stage, Peterson oil tank, Fuel Safe cell, fire bottle, 
spare suspension, components and wheels, Penske & AFCO shocks. 
Extras. Will consider boat or snowmobile(s) in trade. $14,500 or make an 
offer! Call (920) 387-4187. (Mayville, Wis.). 1-3 


LEFTHANDER 
CHASSIS 


13750 Metric Drive 
Roscoe, IL 61073 
(815) 389-9999 
SSHOP HOURS 
Mon.-Tues.: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Wed.-Fri. Bite -§:30 p.m. 
ys 


OVAL TRACK SUPPLIES 


FOR SALE: NASCAR AUTO ZONE ELITE SERIES CAR. Lefthander 
Chassis has all currcnt updates with a 2004/2005 Monte Cario Five Star 
Body. Car has the best of everything on it. Winters rear end, Quarter Master 
drive shaft, Power Train 5.5 clutch assembly, bellhousing and starter, Tex 
101 trans, Performance stainless headers and exhaust, Appleton Rack, C&R 
radiator, Auto Meter gauges, car plumbed with all Starlite hoses and fittings, 
Daul Black MSD ignition and wiring harness by Quick Car Products,, Lajoie 
seat, Impact 6-point belts, Wilwood brakes, Penske shocks. Car was only 
raced 3 times in 2004. Also have a 3 race old spare Lefthander Chassis, 
NASCAR Auto Zone Elite Series Legal, with an extra 2004/2005 Monte Cario 
A.B.C. Five Star Body. Complete, front mount oil tank and heater. Have all 
pit equipment needed to go Tour Racing. Crew fire suits, gloves, helmets, 2 
Hurd pit guns and regulators, hoses. 2 dump cans with Keyser dry brakes 


and catch can. Pit cart less tool boxes, Brunhoez! pit jack. $35,000 takes it 


all! (Would consider separating equipment). Call Tim Rothe anytime at (920) 
205-1760. 33-1 


FOR SALE: 2 ROCKET ROLLERS, 2000 & 2001. 2000 includes transmis- 
sion, bellhousing, driveshaft and oil system for $4,500. 2001 $7,000. Will 
deal on both! Also 1999 GRT roller with new body and interior for $5,000. 
Call (262) 544-9453 and (262) 510-6246. (Waukesha, Wis.). TFN 


FOR SALE: RANDERCAR STRAIGHT RAIL ROLLER with Monte Carlo 
body. Frame and interior are powder coated. Call for all the additional 
details (608) 217-1142. 2-4 


WE'RE WEEKLY NOW THRU OCT. 12 
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Business 
262-642-4179 


Fax 
262-642-4281 


Fabricating Tne. 
eLee Sohns EAST TROY, Wi eChuck Bary 
eRace Cars @Street Rods eTube Bending eWelding 
Complete Fabricating Shop Sheet Metal - Interiors/Bodies 


HOWE & GRT 
Factory Authorized & Trained Parts & Service Center 


Winchester Speedway 
Reopens, Sets Full Slate 


WINCHESTER, IN -- Officials from the Winchester Speedway 
and its track managers, Champion Racing Association, have 
finalized a full 2005 schedule. 

The highlight of the final schedule is the announcement of 
lower adult admission prices for the season. The Speedway has 
also scheduled special Fan Appreciation Discount Days, in dur- 
ing each county near the Speedway - plus fans from nearby 
Ohio - will be featured during specific events, giving those fans 
an adult ticket discount for their respective event. 

The legendary Speedway will reopen after being closed for 
the 2004 season. CRA officials R.J. Scott and Glenn Luckett 
will promote the racing events during the year for track owner 
Charlie Shaw. 

The grand re-opening event will be on Sunday, April 24, fea- 
turing USAC sprint cars for the Rich Vogler Classic, CRA late 
models for the Winchester 100, and CRA street stocks. 

For more information about the season, including ticket 
prices, please call (765) 584-9701. 


Fiesta City Speedway 
Releases 2005 Schedule 


MONTEVIDEO, MN -- Officials at Fiesta City Speedway have 
announced the track's 2005 race program, schedule. 

Nurmi Racing Enterprises officially took over as the promot- 
ing team at the.western Minnesota face track and have. put 
together a 21-race schedule that sees the season open on 
Friday, April.29- A weekly program that includes-pure Stocks, 
one-person cruisets and WISSOTA-Sartctioned street stocks, 
Midwest modifieds, super stocks, modifiedS and late models 
will. run on Friday nights starting at ý 30 pm throughout the 
summer: - 

Fiesta City-will ‘offer @ super stock “epediel on Wednesday, 
Séptember 7, Other specials planned include a mod special 
scheduled for Friday, July PE a WISSOTA Tri-Star_Engine 
Supply Challenge Seri programi for late models on 
Wednesday, July 27, and a return-of the Tour, 
now known as the Govers Ethariol Challenge; on Friday, 
July 22, brome i fone eta ane street Stocks as part 
of afourrace tour: | mae Bic 


ars m +4 at z 
: e y >, e. 
ei ae Se e N oe Ses at T ee a 


a 


el. baat iss tipapa as Ser a 


2. LATE MODELS 


FOR SALE: LAKE GENEVA RACEWAY MILLENNIUM LATE EME Call 
Denny at (815) 385-3130. (McHenry, lil TFN 


FOR SALE: PSR CHASSIS ROLLER WITH INTERIOR. Straight and clean, 
$1,800. See 5 junkenstorsgone, org or call Kevin at (608) 289-9366. 
(Edgerton, Wis.) *30-34 


NEXT FULL MOON 
WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 24 


FOR SALE: 2000 MONTE CARLO LIMITED LATE MODEL. Extra parts, 
race ready. Driver is ‘04 Rookie of the Year at W.R. Call (920) 849-2078. 
33-34 


(Chilton, Wis.). 


Complete Fab Shop / Racing Parts & Supplies. 
Technical Advice / Consulting = 


~ FOR SALE: Se eee always a 


frontrunner. ‘95 Lefthander straightrail, rear, 15 coilovers, 50 chrome 
wheels, etc. Ready les engine for $6,000 0.8.0. (608) 289-4512. ee. 


and clean, 
$1,800. See at tunksmotorsports.net or call Kevin at (608) 289-9366. 
30-34 


FOR SALE: PSR CHASSIS ROLLER WITH INTERIOR. 


(Edgerton, Wis.). 


FOR SALE: ‘87 RANDERCAR CHASSIS. Front suspension, power rack, 
steering wheel, misc. parts. $550.00. Cail Jeff at (608) 339-3211. 


(Friendship, Wis.). 1-2 


B&K metal fab) 


385 Linnerud Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 ~~ i 


608-837-8151 


HOURS: MON. & WED. 7 PM TO 9:30; TUES. & THURS. Noon-5; 
SATURDAY 9 TO NOON; FRIDAY by Appointment 


RACE CAR FABRICATION SERVICE 
& TECHNICAL ADVICE 


AEROQUIP, AURORA, BUTLER, CARRERA, COLEMAN, DIAMOND, 
FIVE STAR, LEFTHANDER, LONGACRE, M&R, PERFORMANCE FRICTION, 
RACEQUIP, RANDERCAR, SIMPSON & WILWOOD 


Kruseman Takes Perris 
Sprint 30-Lapper 


PERRIS, CA, March 26 -- Defending USAC/CRA Sprint Car 
Series champion Rip Williams moved back atop the Series 
standings after finishing third behind race winner Cory 
Kruseman March 26 at Perris Auto Speedway. 

Mike Kirby led the first 15 laps before yielding to Kruseman, 
who then led the final 15 laps to beat Kirby, Williams, Rickie 
Gaunt and Charles Davis, Jr. 

RESULTS 
USAC/CRA SPRINT CAR SERIES 

Qualifying: Damion Gardner, 16.270 secs. 

Trophy Dash: Charles Davis, Jr., Gardner, Bobby Graham. 

Heat 1: Gardner, Mike Spencer, Rip Williams. 

Heat 2: Bobby Cody, Tony Jones, Jason York. 

Heat 3: Steve Ostling, Rickie Gaunt, Jimmy Crawford. 

Heat 4: Kirby, Kruseman, Sheridan. 

Semi-Feature: Davis, Tracy Hines, Greg Bragg. 

Feature: ay? AS Kruseman, Mike Kirby, Williams, Gaunt, Davis, Danny 
Sheridan, Josh Ford, Jones, Hines, Ostting. 


Harris, Scott in Focus Wins 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN, March 26 -- Alex Harris, of Simi Valley, 
CA, won Saturday night's 35-lap USAC California Ford Focus 
Midget Pavement Series feature event at the third-mile Irwindale 
pag Bs patie ouai an tend i 

trailed Audra Sasselli for the first seven laps, then led 
sea leak SB 10 beak Sonpoml ered Daria Hore: 

Defending USAC Carolina/Virginia Ford Focus Midget.Series 
champion Chase Scott of Concord, NC, scored:a. 


‘last-lap victory:in the March 26 Series i ak Oot South 


H A aeons Scott trailed Robbie Ray, for. 24 laps but 
took advantage in traffic in the final tur-of the final lap’and nar- 


f 


ron ARAN (EA) Saleen. M20: 
USAC CALIFORNIA FORD FOCUS PAVEMENT SERIES. © 
Feature: Harri» Au een Gh conser are et2og, penne 
Robbie os Which Bey Moon Jeftrey Sakowicz, Matt 
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WE CARRY RACING FUEL 
Trailers Available From Pace & Continental 


Phone/Fax: 715-446-3416 or 446-3081 or TOLL FREE 1-877-44BEWAY 
E16768 Cty. Ad N., Ringle, WI 54471 E-Mail: beway@dwave.net 


1-800-782-7072 
Ciimtonvilie, WI Web: www.gsrkartway.com E-Mail: ed@gsrkartway.com 


FOR SALE: LEAF CHASSIS INCLUDES INTERIOR, front and rear suspen- 
sion. Raced in 2004, $500.00. Cali (414) 687-4730. (West Allis, Wis.). 45 


FOR ALL 
YOUR RACING 

NEEDS 
= Speciašzing in Cicie Track (Dirt or Asphalt) Drag Racing. Sreet Performance (Cars & Tracks) + Racing Parts « 
Raciag fusi » Racing Engines/Transmissions + Racing Wheels Tires + Aluminum 4x10 sheets & stee! tèng in stock 
JIM KRAHN: 920-885-9979 510 E. Burnett St, Beaver Dam, WI 53916 
WINTER HOURS: M-W-TH-F: 9-6; Tues.: 9-4; Sat. by Appointment 


FOR SALE: 1998 DIRTWORKS Dw8 MODIFIED. Complete turn key car. 
355 Chevy, C&S carb, MSD ignition. $6,500.00 0.B.0. Contact: Chad 


Rathke, 525 Grand Ave., Random Lake WI 53075. e-mail: 
Crathke9@juno.com ($20) 994-9754 home or (262) 617-9173 cell. 36 


Waldo, Wisconsin 
YOUR WINNING FEATURE IS WITH M/R RACING! 


We Have All Your New & Used Asphalt & Dirt Circle Track Needs. 
Cail Today for a Free Catalog 


(920)-528-7090 or www.mrracingequipment.com 


FOR SALE: IMCA MODIFIED ROLLING CHASSIS WITH BODY, $3,500 
firm. Serious. buyers only! Call (920) 685-2539. (Waukau, Wis.) 33-3 


4. SPRINT CARS 


FOR SALE: IN STOCK SOON 2005 KIT CARS; 1- NEW 2004 MAXIM KIT CAR: 
1-2003 MAXIM 87-40 RAISED RAIL ROLLER 2004 IRA CHAMPIONSHIP CAR 
$6500.00; 1- SHAVER 255 COMPETITION SPECIALISTS 410 ENGINE ; 1- 2001 
MAXIM KIT CAR; 1- 2002 MAXIM 2” TALL KIT CAR ; 1- 2002 MAXIM RAISED 
RAIL KIT CAR; 1- 2002 MAXIM RAISED RAIL ROLLER: 1- 2000 MAXIM 2 TIME 


5. SPORTSMAN/SUPER STOCKS 


FOR SALE: DIRT SPORTSMAN. ‘89 Monte Carlo, AFCO rear end, NVR 
406, Sweet power steering, 22 gal. cell, misc. spares. Complete car with 
trailer available. Will consider interesting trades. Call (262) 363-3393 (days) 
leave message if necessary. (Mukwonago, Wis.). 


TFN 


w x DEALER FOR... 
S LANE, LEFTHANDER, 
ENTIE 377S S COLEMAN, HOOSIER TIRE 


> 
tal TUL Tay Racing Supplies, Safety Wear, 
LWIVLIAIITFELED Building Chassis for 
Mid-Am Street Stock, IMCA, Enduro & Others 
BODY & INTERIOR INSTALLATION CRASH REPAIR 
Call Denny, Jr. @ 815-385-3130 


3218 N. Richmond Rd., McHenry, IL 60050 


FOR SALE: PONTIAC GRAND PRIX NO. 99 Mid American stock car, Illiana 
regular, feature winner, Rander kit car reworked by Steve Strasburg. Rhyne 
engine, comes with spares, $13,000, call Jack Kalwasinski at (708) 275- 
0254. 5-8 
FOR SALE: PONTIAC GRAND PRIX No. 99 Mid American stock car, Illiana 
reguiar, Rander kit car reworked by Steve Strasburg, Rhyne engine, spares 
available, $13,000, (708) 275-0254. TFN 


6. MINI-STOCKS 


FOR SALE: FORD PINTO MINI-STOCK CAR. Ex-Jefferson car with 2-liter 
engine, some spares. Almost ready to race, $2,800. Call (608) 241-8087 
momiings or leave message. (Sun Prairie, Wis.). 36 


7. STREET-HOBBY-PURE STOCKS 


FOR SALE: 1987 GRAND PRIX STREET STOCK/HOBBY 

engine or transmission. Metric chassis, Coleman hubs and rotors, fuel cell, 
new spindies, Quik Release steering wheel and more. $1,500 0.8.0. Cail 
(608) 868-2323 9 AM to 6 PM. (Milton, Wis.) 33-3 


FOR SALE: WISCONSIN SPORT TRUCK. New Dodge body, 3 motors 
need to be freshened, lots of spare parts. SA2000 helmet and firesuit includ- 
ed, $1,500.00. Call (920) 739-1430. (Appleton, Wis.). 58 


11. HAULERS/TOWING VEHICLES 


FOR SALE: 1983 E350 WITH 14 FT. BOX, work and changing area. 
Carpeted and tiled. Runs, needs motor work, $500.00. Call (414) 687-4730. 
(West Allis, Wis.). 45 
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ELDORADO sxies ti. 


Hwy. 23, 7 Miles West Of Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin 
OVER 150 TRAILERS AND COACHES IN STOCK! 


AES 

NEW e USED * SALES ¢ SERVICE PARTS | 

Case 
TRAILERS ake: 


MOTORCOACMES l} 
* Buy From a Fellow Racer x 920-872-2752 * 


(am) 


=. (jin wip wwweldoradotrailersaies.com = 
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The Racer's Choice 
Open & Enclosed Trailers 
Repair Service Shop Open 
www. captaintrailersales. com 

We Support The Sport of Racing! 
Hwy. 41, Kaukauna, Wis. 920-759-0273 


FOR SALE: WEGNER CONCEPT, RACED ONCE. Cost $22,000 new, now 
asking $10,500 OBO. Cail (262) 878-0556. TFN 


_ AELLLADG LILI 
HIGH PERFORMANCE ENGINES & SPECIALIZED MACHINING 
17 N. Reute 12, Fox Lake, IL 69020 
Ray Jager 847-587-8999 Fax: 847-587-8976 


* Complete Racing Engines 
* Computerized 
Dyno Testing 
Reese Gp 5161 N. 124th St., Butler, Wi 53007 
~~ A 262-781-5252 


FOR WEGNER 355 CHEVY CONCEPT ENGINE. Raced 3 nights 
oniy. Extra carb. $8,500.00 or best offer. Call Bob Sterling at (708) 418-1110 


(Lansing, lll.). 1-5 


952-473-0203 


Long Lake, MN 55356 


- On-Going Development 
To Keep You In 
The Winner's Circle 


Builder & Designer of NASCAR, ACE, WISSOTA 
All of Your Racing Engine Needs 


Sy) WEGNER 
V AUTOMOTIVE 
Tg RESEARCH 
* Racing Engines «In-House CNC xParts 
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 
N2258 Hilltop Rd., Markesan, WI 53946 920-394-3557 
FOR SALE: ORIGINAL KIPPLEY CONCEPT. Freshened by Motormasters 


Best of everything, 4 races old. Carb to pan with headers. $11,000 OBO 
Call Donavan (262) 370-6193 or e-mail racer@donavanmorgan.com 2-4 


ENGINEERING 
FANE ENGINES- 


Racing Engines 
Racing Parts 
In-House 4 Axis CNC 
CNC Block Lightening 
Porting Polishing 
Dyno Testing 
Computer Balancing 
Research & Development 


924 Stewart Street, Madison, WI 53713 


608-276-5554 


ing pump, $350.00; Tilton belihousing, $200.00. Call. Premier Fabricating, 
Inc. (262) 642-4179. (East Troy, Wis.). TFN 


For Horsepower You Can Depend On! 


PHK PERFORMANCE 


HAASE ROAD at HWY 51 &1-90 Call or Stop Today 
MADISON, WI 53708 608-244-4784 


FOR SALE: ENGINES. 2 new Sehrs 383s. Call (262) 367-2786. (Hartland, 
Wis.). TFN 


FOR SALE: ASA LATE MODEL CHEVY CRATE MOTOR. Complete carb to 
pan. Dynoed but never raced, $6,500. Call (414) 852-2310 28-31 


15. MISC. PARTS 


FOR SALE: LEFTHANDER A-FRAMES. One 9-1/4" 10° used $20: One 9- 
1/4” 10° new $35; One 9-1/2” new $35; two 9° used $40: two Coleman 
monobails $40. 1 pair Lefthander 9-1/4" W-F spindles in excellent shape 
$200; Aluminum 2-bbi. adaptor, flowed, nice $75; Complete ‘99 Pontiac 
Grand Prix body $200. Call (608) 212-0707. (Cambridge, Wis.). 33-34 


FOR SALE: TRIPLE DISC CLUTCH with hydraulic throw-out bearing, 
$225.00. Also four 3-speed Saginaws, $100.00 ail. Call (414) 687-4730. 
(West Allis, Wis.}. 45 


FOR SALE: 4 VERY GOOD CONDITION GRAIN SCALES, $450.00. Two 
31-spline Detroit lockers (one is new, the other has three race seasons) 
$650.00. ‘79 Grand Prix body with 5-Star nose and tail (never raced) 
$359.00. Call (715) 241-6969. (Weston, Wis.). 2-5 


18. OTHER 


STAFF WANTED: 141 SPEEDWAY is now accepting applications for all offi- 
ciating positions for 2005. JOIN OUR TEAM! Call Matt Rowe at 920-863- 
3377. TFN 


FOR SALE: OLD PHOTOS FROM Gold Star and NASCAR Northem Series 
1990s. I-94 Raceway NASCAR Midwest Series, MARS Trucks and Late 
Models. Call (952) 826-6414 or e-mail <TREX2942005@yahoo.com> -34-1 


Use This Blank To Place A 
Classified Ad In The Next Editon of 


S THE C 


itechered free 


RATES 


25¢ per word, $4.00 Minimum 
2 Consecutive Weeks 37¢ per word, $5.00 Minimum 
3 Consecutive Weeks 47¢ per word, $7.00 Minimum 
4 Consecutive Weeks .......... 55¢ per word. $9.00 Minimum 
5 Consecutive Weeks ......... 60¢ per word, $11.00 Minimum 
Remember: Your Name, Address and/or Phone Numberis} Count 
as Only One Word! 

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE A PHOTO ACCOMPANYING YOUR LINE 
AD, SUPPLY THE PHOTO AND ADD $10.00 PER WEEK TO THE 
COST OF THE ADVERTISMENT 


FOR SALE Q WANTED OQ 
Check For Sale or Wanted and Circle The ONE Category 
Below You Wish To Have Your Ad Placed Under! 


1. Super Late Models 10. Street Cars _ 

2. Late Models 11. Hauters/T owing Trucks 
3. Modifieds 42. Trailers 

4. Sprint Cars 13. Engines 

5. Sportsman/Super Stocks 14. Clothing 

6. Minis-Legends-Legacys-BICS 15. Misc. Parts 

7 

8 

9 


1 (First) Week 


. Street-Hobby-Pure Stocks 16. Photos & Videos 
. Midgets & Mini-Sprints 17. Souvenirs/Collectabies 
. Race Trucks 18. Other 
DEADLINE IS CLOSE OF BUSINESS FRIDAY 
OF EACH PUBLICATION WEEK 
Please Print or Type Your Ad Here Neatly 


Total Words 


# of Weeks Ad is to Run 
Cost per Word (See Chart Above) Amount Enclosed $ 
Full Payment Must Be Enclosed for Ad to Run! 


Your Name 
Address 
City 


2, | a, er oe re 
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The Checkered Flag Racing News 


_ CURRENT 


American Sprint Car 


Series (ASCS) 

as of March 19 

Danny Jennings............ 300 
Tony Bruce, Jr. ............. 286 
Zach Chappell .............. 
Jan Howard ....... om 
Gary Wright... 
Ricky Stenhouse, Jr. ....266 
Darren Stewart ............ 258 
Bobby Mincer ............... 256 
Jake Manens „sea 248 
Larry Neighbors............ 246 
Skip WilSon............000 246 
ARCA 


as of March 27 
NAT'L TOURING SERIES 


Frank Kimmel ...............425 
Joey Miller eee 420 
Ken Weavet..............0 370 
Mario Gosselin.............. 345 
Kyle Krisiloff...............0. 330 
Norm Benning .............315 
Chad Blount..........000.... 300 

275 


Joe Cooksey... 255 
F1 World Championship 
as of April 3 
Fernando Alonso............ 26 
Jame Trh... 16 
Giancario Fisichella ........ 10 
Ralf Schumacher.............. 9 
David Coutthard................ 9 
Rubens Barrichello ........... 8 
Juan Pablo Montoya......... 8 
Kimi Raikikonen................. 7 
Mark Webber................006. T 
Nick Heidfeld ..............2....6 
IMCA 
as of April 1 
MODIFIEDS 
National 
Henry Witt, Jr................ 346 
Pal oat a 333 
re 289 
Sonny Wahl... 68 
Wiliam Pat McGuire 248 
Chris Bragg ...........-0000 242 
Josh McGaha ..240 


New-Generation SAFER Barrier Installed at Indy 


IN, March 15 -- Installation of the second 
generation of the energy-absorbing SAFER Barrier is nearing 
completion at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

Speedway crews have replaced the original Steel and Foam 
Energy Reduction Barrier on the outside retaining wall of the 
Speedway oval’s four turns with a “Version 2” of the barrier. The 
total length of the SAFER Barrier on the outside retaining wall is 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


5,056 feet. 


The Version 2 SAFER Barrier features four major improve- 


ments: 


- the barrier sections, which were straight in Version 1, are 
slightly rolled, or curved, to provide a smoother impact surface; 
- a universal Styrofoam shape was created that is compatible 


Chase GIICK oe 237 
Dan Fitzgerald.............. 223 
Larry Corning.............. 212 
Western Region 

Sonny Wahl ~.~... 268 
Dan Fitzgerald.............. 223 
Larry Corning............0+ 212 
Michael Goldie.............. 200 
Bill Smith (eo... eee 200 
Central Region 

Casey Findley............... 112 
David Baser... 102 
Philip Forbush ........s00071 
Robert Davis...................68 
Todd Greer ........cccccccseeee 66 
Tim Walls a 5.5 tenetctine 66 
South Central Region 
Henry Witt, Jr... ee 346 
Pal, EGODE oaran 333 
Cody Smith... eessen 289 
William Pat McGuire .....248 
Chris Bragg ...........0.-+0- 242 
Eastern Region 

John Melton... 210 
Jesse Barnhill ..............- 191 
Chris Smithy... eee 169 
Clayton Galbreath ........ 153 
Joe Phillips ...........-.c00 153 
Kansas 

David Murray, Jr.............40 
Randy Wilson ...........004 
Tim Watts ............ 

Jeff Walters.......... Be 
Brice Riley .............0secee 
Nebraska 

Brian Foote .3...ccsscsee 40 
David Trauemicht........... 39 
Jay Noteboom „n.e 38 
Johnny Saathoff ............. 37 
Ricky Stephan ................ 36 
STOCK CARS 

National 


Duain Pritchett.............. 
Benji Kirkpatrick 
BAX Dulo. ac cscs 
Travis Evans... 
Mike Miles................0..0 
Charlie Wilson .............. 
Cody Sample................ 
Kevin Sustaire .... 
Toby Miar 20.00.00... 283 
Jason Honey 
Northern Region 


with IndyCar Series-style cars and stock cars; 


- improved attachment points anchor the barrier to the existing 


concrete retaining walls; and 


What You Need to Keep Up With the 
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er 


e@NATIONAL @eREGIONAL 


eLOCAL COVERAGE 
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SUBSCRIBE =- 


TODAY! 


$30.00 for 1-Year (34 Issues) 
First Class United States $72 1-Year, 


First Class Canadian $86 1-Year, $160 2-Years — 


Jason Schoenberger ....139 


Eric Stanton... 98 
Rick Brow? ........cesscceeenee 85 
Mike Nichols .............00004 82 
John Watson „sessen Ag 
Southern Region 

Duain Pritchett.............. 416 
Benji Kirkpatrick............ 350 
Bal Duno tases ce 327 
Travis Evans.............0 324 
Mike Miles................00 318 
Kansas 


Josh Hudson ....... de... 40 
Jason Schoenberger ......39 


Tyler Hahn... 38 
Brett Behrends .............. 37 
Troy Attwood ou... 36 
Nebraska 

Eric Bartels .............::s0000 40 
Damon Murty.......... 239 
Brian Blessington ...........38 
Jason Murray.......... Re 
Nick Mufty..........cscceen 36 
SPORTMODS 

Southern 

Keith White neesan 
Roy Ewing........... ky 
D.L. Wilson......... 

Brandon Stewart 

Cody Frank..........s.essses 

Sid Kiphen..............00. 
HOBBY STOCKS 

National 

Allen Montgomery ........ 424 
Chris AteP.......ceccceeee 3 
Jerry West ha 

Matt Drottz 

Charles Cosper ............ 289 
Dillon Smith ..........ccccee 275 
Michael Hulsey ............. 268 
Nathan Sodek...........0004 253 
Corey Homan ..........02++ 239 
Buddy Baker................. 217 
Kansas 

B.J: Dauer oreve 40 
Kelly Kamopp j.......:-+00000 39 
Wade Wagenbiast.......... 38 
Gene Sneath -nases 37 
Jared Remus.............6. 36 


indy Racing League 
as of April 3 
INDYCAR SERIES 


er. 


miles. 


PF 


_— Casino With an Outside.™ 
Located on Pokegama Lake in Lac du Flambeau, Wi. poe 


April 6, 2005 


POINT STANDI NGS- 
Courtesy of: 


sa : 


Hot Casino Action, Fine Dining, First Rate Entertainment and a Deluxe Resort as 
that features a Water Recreation Area and Fitness Center. TS 


For more information check us out at 1-800-25-TORCH or www.lakeofthetorches.com 


Dan Wheldon............... 134 
Tony Kanaan............... 110 
„Sam Homish, Jr........... 105 
Helio Castroneves.......... 82 
Vitor Meira ..........eseesesnees 81 
Dario Franchitti ............... 79 
Darren Manning.............. 74 
Bryan Herta... 74 
Patrick Carpentier 72 
Alex Bamon... 61 
MENARDS INFINITI 

PRO SERIES 

Travis Gregg... 
Wade Cunningham........ 
JON Herb... seecseeeee 
Nick Busselll.................00. 
Chris Festa .........ccccesseere 
Jaime Camara....... 

Al Unser............... 

Marty Roth............. 

Jay Drake .............. 


Lake Geneva Raceway 
- Lake Geneva, WI 

as of April 2 
SPORTSMAN DIVISION 


Gary Norton 
Jeremy Bloomberg ....... 
Erik Pierce ..........:...00 


John Fischer e.s... 
Adam Berge ..... 

Scott Ascher..... 

Wally Morgan 

John Janssen 

SUPER LATE MODELS 
Jamie Wallace .............. 265 
Kent Burkoth.............00 200 
Rick COrsd........sscceceeee 195 
Randy Rodgers ............ 195 
Russ Blakeley............... 185 
Todd Lohtiita casas 180 
Jeff Holmgren, Jr.......... 165 
Eddie May ..............sc00 155 
Jerry Cowan .......:.ccscese 150 
Vincent Merry .........0 150 
SUPER STOCKS 

Ken Eisbrennet............. 225 
Mike Gunderson ........... 220 
John Maki, Jr. ...........0... ae 
Adam Regnier .............. 


Mid-American Racing 


as of April 3 USAC uscs 
MID-AM STOCK CARS CA FORD FOCUS as of April 2 
Jeremy Miller ................ 148 PAVEMENT MIDGETS Wayne Reutimann, Jr...578 
Mike Skaja...........csee 128 Myers 
Jeremy Spoonmore......124 
Bill Prietzel................... 120 
Chris Cooling... 116 
John Senerchia ............ 115 
Bill Neering ..............0 115 
Scott Null ..........esceseceee 111 
John Vig, Jr. .....escceseenees 101 
Lyle Nowak... 96 National Focus Midget 
Dan Powell ............000+2 96 Driver of the Year 
g as of April 4 ny World of Outlaws 

NASCAR Alex Hairis...........csscesesee 92 USAC/CRA SPRINTS 
NEXTEL CUP Audra Sassellli ................ 65 As of March 26 
as of April 3 Robbie Ray.....2...-.c 83 — Rip Williams.................. 395 
Jimmie Johnson ........... 835 Brad Loyet...........ssseed 64 Charles Davis, Jr. ......... 391 
Greg Biffle ........ Chase Barber ................. 56 
Tony Stewart .... Robbie Whitchuch .......... 54 
Carl Edwards... Stephanie Mockler.......... 43 
Elliott Sadler ..... Darrell Herzog ...........4-++: 42 
Kevin Harvick ... Steve Davis .......c.cscesee 41 

Chase Scott... 40 

National Midget Jimmy Crawford............170 

Driver of the Year CAROLINA/VIRGINA 

as of March 31 FORD FOCUS MIDGETS 

Tracy Hines As of March 26 
Carl Edwards.............. 1106 Dave Darland Chase Scott 66 
Reed Sorenson .......... 1025 Bobby East Robbie Ray.............. „60 
Clint Bowyer ............000+ 955 Cory Kruseman Brit Andersen 58 
Kevin Harvick ........c0000. 875 JJ. Yeley Aron Oakley „56 
Martin Truex, Jr. ........... 864 Josh Ford Nick Wean.............. eet) 
Ashton Lewis................ 863 Jay Drake Chris Meadows... „46 
Kenny Wallace ............. 835 Terry Hall............ 
Denny Hamllin............... 814 Ryan Smith 
Shane Hmiel..............-+ 774 Stephanie Stevens 
JOR Wood scien canes 726 Jimmy Light 
TRUCK SERIES CALIFORNIA FOCUS 
as of March 18 DIRT MIDGETS 
Bobby Hamitton As of March 12 
Ted Musgrave Chris Rahe .........2+..c0- 
Ricky Craven.. Bobby Michnowicz.. 
Jimmy Spencer Todd Carroll..............csrese 


- an increase of five steel tubes welded together form the bar- 
rier’s exterior, compared to the four used in the Version 1 barri- 


The Speedway also permanently lengthened the SAFER 
Barrier by 200 feet from the entrance of turn 1 (also turn 13 of 
the road course) northward into the main straightaway to add 
protection for drivers competing in the United States Grand Prix 
Formula One race. Inside retaining walls exiting turns 2 and 4 
each received 616 feet of the Version 1 SAFER Barrier that was 
removed from the outside walls. 

With the additional 1,232 feet on the inside walls, the total 
amount of concrete retaining wall at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway covered by the SAFER Barrier is 6,288 feet, or 1.19 


The original SAFER Barrier has performed very well since its 


installation in May 2002, and data collected from accidents at 
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Indianapolis in 2002 involving 
both Indy Racing League 
IndyCar Series cars and 
NASCAR Nextel Cup Series 
stock cars allowed project 
engineers to find areas for 
improvement. 

The Version 1 SAFER 
Barrier removed from the out- 
side walls was installed along 
the inside walls to provide 
even more protection for dri- 
vers. 

Since SAFER'’s ‘debut in 
time for the 2002 Indianapolis 
500, nearly every major oval 
racing facility in the United 
States has installed the sys- 
tem. 


In need of extra 
copies of the 2005 
Race Fan Guide? 
Call 
(715) 682-6677 
while supplies last! 


Sharp Racers at Red Cedar 
speedway Car Show 


F 


Lucas Peterson’s sharp WISSOTA super stock won trhe 
Best Appearing Car in class during the Red Cedar 
Speedway’s car show March 26 at the Dunn County Rec 


Park in Menomonie, WI. (Chris Burback photo) 


Randy Smeltzer will field this award-winning pure stock 
(Chris Burback photo) 


in 2005 at Red Cedar Speedway. 


good-look- 
ing, too. At left, Cory 
Crapser’s numnber 07 
= almost too good to 


